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Tour North of Bassein—Church of 
Kongedouk, 

Bassein, Sept. 17, 1858.—As blind eyes, 
thick ears and hard hearts, with reference 
to religious things, were prominent char- 
acteristics of the inhabitants here, I con- 
cluded last month to try for a time what 
I could do among some of the villages in 
the jungle. Taking a few books and 
about five thousand pages of tracts, I 
started in my little canoe on Friday, Aug. 
5th. That day I went to Kongedouk, 
and met the church there in the evening 
at their prayer and conference meeting. 
Our meeting was less joyful than the one 
I described under date of April 6.* 1 
found two of the members in deep mourn- 
ing. One had buried her husband, and 
the other his wife. The man was the 
first Burman | haptizec in that place, two 
years ago last December. He had but 


little education, and was a quiet laborer ; ed that ‘a corrupt tree bringeth forth 


but for two years and a half, by his ex- 


rendered the church efficient aid. The 
woman was never baptized; but for two 
years attended with her husband the 
meetings of the Christians. When taken 
ill, she called the pastor and members of 
the church to talk and pray with her. 
*See Magazine for Sept. 1858, p. 321. 
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| Before her death she expressed hope and 
joy, exhorted her husband to be faithful 


to his profession of Christ, and requested 
the pastor to conduct religious services at 
her funeral, and prevent her relatives 
from performing the heathen ceremonies 
customary on such occasions. 


Experience and Baptism of a Burman 
Convert. 

At the covenant-meeting the next even- 
ing, a Burman, about fifty-five years of 
age, of education and talent, came for- 
ward, related his experience, and was re- 
ceived for baptism. When I visited there 
last March, he attended our services and 
manifested some interest, but was very 
self-righteous. He received at that time 
a copy of the New Testament, which he 
said he continued to read for some time 
without shaking his confidence in his stoek 
of merit, which he supposed he had ob- 
tained by his life of good works. But he 
finally came to the place where it disclos- 


evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring 
ample, prayers and benevolence, he has | 


forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree 
bring forth good fruit.’’ While studying 
on this, he came to see that his heart was 
corrupt and evil, and that he could not 
perform good works suflicient overbal- 
ance his evil ones, and purify his heart in 


addition. His experience was related in: 


a simple, interesting manner, often show- 


| 
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ing how little he had learned of the ful- 
ness of the gospel of Christ. Yet when 
his narrative was ended, he had satisfied 
each of us that he had not only been led 
by this passage of God's Word to see the 
wickedness of his own heart, but by other 
portions of the New Testament, and by 
the instructions of Thau No, the pastor 
of the church, to see that only the blood 
of Christ, applied by the Holy Spirit, 
could cleanse and save him, and that he 
had soughtand found pardon. [baptized 
him the next day in the presence of a large 
congregation of Burmans, who attended 
twice to hear me preach, and witnessed 
the administration of the Lord’s Supper 
with quict, attentive interest. 
Village Preaching—Need of Laborers. 

On Monday, I started on up the Tayah 
river, Which is one of the sources of the 
Bassein river, and followed it to its source, 
coming out into the Irrawadi, five miles 
below Henthada., Before passing out of 
the Bassein district, I visited on that river 
seventeen villages, some of them contain- 
ing from four to six thousand inhabitants. 
In most of these villages, the native 
preacher who accompanied me, and myself, 
distributed tracts, and found those who 
were willing to hear our message. A few 
might be called inquirers, as they inquir- 
ed with earnestness what they must do to 
be saved, declaring that according to their 
own system they had no hope. In two or 
three villages the people were rude, man- 
ifested a threatening impertinence, and 
refused, at any price, to sell us an article 
of food. 

This was the first time these villages 
were ever visited by a Burman missionary. 
They are in one corner of the Bassein 
district, and though they furnish a field 
larger than it is possible for one mission- 
ary to cultivate properly, yet in the Bas- 
sein district, which is larger than the 
State of Massachusetts, there are only 
three native preachers and myself, to la- 
bor among fhe Burmans. Who will enter 
this field? ‘The harvest is great, and 
the laborers are few.”’ 

In the north-cast end of this district, 


| March, 


and from the line of this district to Hen- 
thada, there are but few Burmans, but 
thousands and tens of thousands of Pwo 
Karens, all in heathen darkness. At a 
few of their villages at which L called, 
they said ** Teacher Brayton’? (who then 
lived at Donabew,) * visited them three 
years ago, but they could not read, and 


svon forgot what he told them.’ 


Burman Church in Henthada. 


T arrived in Henthada early on Sabbath 
morning, August 13, where T met brn. 
Crawley and Thomas and their families, 
Br. Crawley, myself and our wives came 
together from America, When they ar- 
rived in Henthada, and we in Bassein, no 
one of us could speak two connected sen- 
tences of the language, and in neither 
place was there a Burman convert. A 
few hours after L reached there, we as- 
sembled in the Burman chapel, and br. 
Crawley preached in Burmese to the 
church now in that place, a sermon from 
the words, If any man have not the 
spirit of Christ, he is none of his,’’—with 
more fluency than he could have done in 
English. Not that he is better acquaint- 
ed with the Burman than the English 
language, yet Burman is almost the only 
language in which he has preached the 
past two years, 

The chureh is small, yet in some re- 
spects it presented a scene of interest and 
encouragement such as T have not before 
seen in Burmah, 


Tour West of Henthada. 


After spending a few days in the socie- 
ty of the brethren and sisters in Hentha- 
da, which was to me ** as cold water to a 
thirsty soul,’ br. Crawley and myself 
took a supply of tracts and books, and 
started to visit a number of large villages 
west of Henthada and north of Bassein. 
The first in which we made any consider- 
able stop was Chou-you-ah, a large village 
on the Bassein river, not far below its 
source, On arriving, we found all the 
people in consternation and fright, as an 
earthquake of considerable violence had 
occurred two hours previous. — Its effects 
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can be seen in some parts of the district 
by the steeples of the pagodas being crack- 
ed and thrown down. We stopped two 
days in this village, and talked, argued 
and preached about ten hours out of 
each twenty-four before pretty good con- 
gregations. The people manifested a 
kindness that we have seldom before seen, 
were anxious to obtain books and tracts, 
and listened with close and, at times, se- 
rious attention. We hope that in some 
hearts truth was sown that will take root 
and bring forth fruit to the glory of God. 

Coming down the river we next stopped 
at Lay myenah, a village of about fifteen 
We took quarters 
in one of the publie zayats, built in the 


thousand inhabitants, 


most durable manner, about thirty feet 
wide and one hundred feet or more in 


length. We 


several days, spending about half of cach 


had our home in this for 


day instructing those who there assem- 
bled, and the other half in’ zayats and 
public places in different parts of the vil- 
lage. In the evenings, large numbers as- 
sembled in our zayat,and we each during 
the course of the evening, preached a short 
discourse, and then spent the time until a 
late hour arguing and answering ques- 
tions. We occasionally had fierce, ram- 
pant opposers; but generally a candor, 
interest and desire to hear the truth, such 
as we searcely expected Burmans to man- 
ifest. ‘There was no melting oPhearts, or 
outpouring of the Spirit of God such 
as one would have rejoiced to witness ; 
but we are not so faithless as to believe 
that our labors there were in vain. From 
the seed sown and the prayers that were 
offered, during the days we spent in that 
Village, fruit will yet be gathered unto 
eternal life. 

Coming on down the river, we next 
stopped at Nathinegyoun. In this village 
and vicinity there are about twelve thou- 
sand inhabitants. We there spent three 
days; but never have I spent three days 
in a place where labor appeared so utterly 
hopeless. This village, or city, has been 
a station of the English government ever 
since the taking of the country, but was 
never before visited by a Burman mission- 
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From the soldiers and officers who 
have been stationed there, the people ap- 
peared to have their opinion of the moral 
und religious character of white people 
fully established, and were for the most 
part unwilling to receive our books, or 


ary. 


How much 
religious instruction it will require to 


hear anything we had to say. 


counteract the influence of a few who have 

resided there ! 

Interested Hearers—A Work of God and 
not of Man. 

From Nathinegyoun we went to Pan- 
dau, a village east about two hours’ travel. 
containing a population of from six to 
vight thousand, From our entrance into 
this village until we left it, we were sur- 
A few 
hours after our arrival, a company of fif- 


rounded by a crowd of listeners. 


teen men came in and sat down before us. 
Their leader, a man of remarkable intel- 
ligence and candor, began to ask some 
questions, but soon expressed his wish to 
hear all we had to say. Br. Crawley 
gave them a concise discourse on the char- 
acter of God, and the love, life, death and 
atonement of Christ. While explaining 
the way of pardon and salvation through 
Jesus, the company expressed aloud their 
They declared they had 
not worshipped idols for years, but from 
study and reflection had become satisfied 
that Buddhism was all a fable; that what 


approbation. 


they now heard satisfied their minds ; 
they believed it to be truth and rejoiced 
to hear it. They received tracts and por- 
tions of the Seriptures, and when going 
away turned twice to ask if those books 
contained all; so that if they should not 
again see us, they could from them fully 
learn the way of salvation. We learned 
from others, before leaving the village, 
that these were men of character and in- 
fluence, and gave evidence of honesty. 
While there, hundreds of others heard 
with attention and begged for books, even 
more than we could give them. 


We ex- 
pect, when we again return to that vil- 
lage, to find the elements of a gospel 
church. 

From Pandau, we came down to Bas- 
ein, rested a few days, obtained provis- 
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ions, and went back to a few villages 
north of this city, but met with no special 
interest or encouragement. We parted 
at Lakou last Monday morning, br. Craw- 
ley returning to Henthada and I to Bas- 
sein. We have spent together a few 
weeks of diligent, pleasant labor, and 
parted understanding more fully than ever 
before, why Christ sent out his disciples 
and two.”’ 
made in the midst of the rains ; but we 
have found it in some respects more pleas- 
ant for travelling than any other season. 


This tour has been 


New Christian Village. 


Thamagoon, Noy. 8.—This village is in 
the Bassein district, from seventy-five to 
one hundred miles southeast of the city. 
There are but few Burmans in this part 
Pwo Karens. Thah Bwa, a Pwo Karen, 
has been laboring as a missionary for two 
years past in this part of the district, and 


has been aided by Me Koe, who is pastor 
of a Pwo church six or eight miles from 
this place. Thah Bwa labored last year 
in heathen villages, spending from one to 
four weeks in a place. A family here 
and there received the gospel. That they 
might live in accordance with its require- 
ments, and meet for worship on the Sab- 
bath, they left their old homes and united 
in forming a new village. The spot they 
have selected is a most admirable one, on 
the bank of the river. The form and size 
of their houses, the arrangement of the 
village and the gardens, will compare well 
with our best Christian villages. 

They have built a comfortable chapel, 
and in it they spend a large part of each 
Sabbath, singing, praying, and studying 
the Bible. 
two or three times during the rains, and 
expressed the wish that I should visit 


Thah Bwa came to the city 


them, as a number wished to be baptized, 
and as a Jesuit priest, who has located 
himself in the jungle about three miles 
from them, was trying to draw them 
away. I came here last week, in com- 
pany with two of our Burman assistants. 
1 preached to them on Saturday from the 
words, ** Our Father which art in hea 


of the district, but a large number of 
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ven ;”’ after which twenty-six presented 
themselves as candidates for baptism. 
The afternoon and evening was spent in 
the examination of these candidates, nine- 
teen of whom were received—cleven males 
and eight females. Nine of the males 
and seven of the females are parents, from 
The 


seven Who were not received were princi- 


twenty-five to sixty years of age. 


pally young persons, just learning to 
read. It was thought best to defer their 
baptism until they understood better, and 
could give clearly a reason of the hope 
within them. 
Nineteen Pwo Karens baptized. 

Yesterday morning we met at sunrise 

At 10 o'clock 


I preached to them from the words, ‘1 


for prayer and conference, 


determined not to know anything among 
you, save Jesus Christ and Him eruci- 
fied ;*° after which L baptized the nineteen 
candidates. 

At one o'clock Thah No, one of the 
Burman preachers with me, preached 
from the words, ** Go ye therefore and 
After 
this we organized a church of thirty-five 


teach all nations, baptizing them. 


members—the nineteen just baptlzed and 
sixteen who have come to live in this vil- 
lage, from the church mentioned above, 
of which Me Koe is pastor. Two deacons 
were appointed, and we united in observ- 
ing the instructive ordinance, given by 
the Saviour to his church, by which they 
Thah Oo, the other 
Burman preacher with me, preached at 
five o'clock from ** Be 


show forth his death. 


ye steadfast, un- 
movable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord.”’ 


conference and prayer. 


The evening was spent in 

There are five or six other families, in 
heathen villages, in this part of the dis- 
trict, who have received the gospel, and a 
Could 
a missionary enter the field at this time 


spirit of inquiry appears to exist. 


who would give himself entirely to labor 
the 
doubt but a glorious work would soon be 


among Pwo Karens, I have not a 

accomplishe d. 

Who will give Seven Dollars a Month to 
sustain a Preacher! 


I am not without hope that a good 
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work has been and will be accomplished 
among the chain-bound Burmans. But 
the letter received a few days since, con- 
taining a schedule of appropriations for 
this year, caused some sad thoughts. 
The appropriation for Burman preachers 
is not sufficient to support one, while 
three are now employed on money sent 
me by friends in Calcutta. Unless I ob- 
tain more from them, or from. some other 
source unknown, two of the assistants 
now laboring for Christ must labor for 
their daily food. What shall we do? 
Will not some friend, church, or Sabbath 
school in) America give seven dollars a 
month to support Thah Oo, and some 
other friend, church, or Sabbath school 
give seven dollars a month to support 
Thah No? 

But | told the people last night that I 
would leave this morning at & o'clock. 
That hour has arrived, and the entire vil- 
lage have met on the bank of the river, 
just in front of the house where Tam 
writing, that we may again unite in 
prayer before T leave. 


TOUNGOO MISSION, 
LETTER FROM DR. MASON. 


School for Native Assistants, 

Toungoo, Oct, 23, have taught 
a school for the assistants these rains, 
three or four months, embracing over 
forty pupils. Most of them are employed 
as preachers and teachers, and could not 
be absent long from their congregations. 
Some could attend school a month, others 
two, and others three ; and I adapted my 
school to the wants of my pupils, and let 
them come and go so as best to further 
the interests of the churches. Our great 
need ia native teachers ;—nothing that 
you can give us, nothing that the Union 
give us. They are the gift of God. It is 
astonishing to see the progress these men 
make under the most unfavorable cireum- 


stances, when they are really called of 


(iod to the work ; or, if that language be 
too old fashioned, when they are in earn- 
est. Young men who have never been 


out of the province, never attended school 
anywhere six months, are better writers, 
better penmen, better arithmeticians, bet- 
ter preachers, and men of a better spirit, 
than many who have taken a full course 
in some of the schools abroad. 

My pupils embraced Sgaus, Maunie- 
pghas, Pakus, Mopghas, Tunic Behais and 
Pant Bghais. It was a Missionary Soci- 
ety, as well as a school. While in opera- 
tion, four several parties of Wild Bghais 
came to me for teachers—all from dis- 
tricts farther north than we previously 
had any stations. I brought the appli- 
cants before the school, and told them 
they should have any teachers present 
whose hearts God moved to go. We never 
wanted for volunteers. 

In the matter of studies we went through 
Matthew, with parts of Luke, the Acts, 
Romans, Hebrews and Ist Corinthians, 
and | stood ready to answer all sorts of 
questions on every part of the Bible which 
the young men sought light on. Many 
learned the first principles of arithmetic ; 
a few to measure land and the distances 
of inaccessible objects; and, having no 
hook on geography, all attended one hour 
a day on Mrs, Mason’s viva voce instruc- 
tions, aided by al good set of large, colored 
maps. T wassurprised to find at the close 
of the school, that some had as good a 
knowledge of geography as they would 
have gathered from a book in the same 
time, and could point to the principal 
countries, seas, cities, mountains and 
rivers as accurately as I could. 


Mrs. Mason's School for Girls—Bghai 
Books. 


Mrs. Mason has had a very interesting 
school of young women, numbering about 
fifty, all of whom are pledged to engage 
in achool teaching, to enable the assist- 
ants toemploy themselves more exclusively 
in preaching. Her operations have been 
contracted for the lack of room to accom- 
modate her pupils; but she has just got 
the posts of a building up that will cost 
three thousand rupees in money and la- 
bor, if net four. Though we have had a 


| paddy ‘crisis’ this season, yet in the 
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midst of it the people brought in three 
hundred and fifty rupees to paint the 
posts, rather than have them unpainted. 
There is nothing like letting people help 
themselves. 

My labors in the way of hooks have 
been to get through the press a work in 
Bghas, of some fifty quarto pages, on land- 
measuring and trigonometry, with its ap- 
plication. 
grant from government, procured for me 
by Major Phayre. 
the epistles of James and John, at the ex- 
pense of the Caleutta Bible Society ; and I 
recently sent to press one of our catechisms 
in Behai. 


The expense is defrayed by a 


I have now in press 


I have more work of the kind 
on the tapis, but Texpect to leave town 
for the jungles in a few weeks. 


HENTHADA MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. THOMAS, 
Liberal Helpers. 

Henthada, Oct. 22, 1858.—There is, 
at least, this one mission where no re- 
trenchment has been made. While the 
appropriation for the past year to the 
Karen department alone of this mission, 
falls short of what we have actually spent 
by nearly three thousand rupees, yet we 
look to the Union for the appropriation 
only. The balance a kind Providence has 
furnished us exactly at the right time, 
and from sources whence we least expected 


aid. When we were “ pressed out of 


measure”’ for want of moncy, the friends 
of the Karen mission in England sent us 
a hundred rupees. Again, when month 
after month had passed with no remit- 
tance from America, aid, in no stinted 
measure, reached us from Bengal. Yes, 
from the very cities where had hardly 
ceased to flow the blood of brave men and 
helpless women and children, there came 
aid for American Baptist missionaries ! 
We received thence, for the Karen depart- 
ment of this one mission alone, eleven 
hundred rupees! As we attempt to praise 
those Christian gentlemen, our praise to 
them is turned into gratitude to God, 
who inclined their hearts to do the noble 


[March, 
deed. Nor have English officers in Bur- 
mah been less liberal in giving to our 
mission, 

The liberality of these, with that of our 
beloved brethren of the HTlarvard street 
church, Boston, has enabled us to go 
And I 


must not forget to mention the timely aid 


forward during the whole year. 


we have received through br. Ames, from 
those unknown brethren in Indiana. 

Notwithstanding all this aid, our faith 
has often been tried during the year. At 
times our way has seemed quite hedged 
up; the dark, deep waters have stretched 
far away before us, with mountains on 
either side of us, 

For instance, the first of Mareh last, 
the materials of the  Henthada Mission 
House’? were, in part, unsawed, and no 
money—actually no money in hand to 
pay for the sawing. Yet we went right 
on, and in three months’ time we found 
ourselves in a house built and paid for, at 
an expense of seventeen hundred rupees, 


Normal School—Native Preachers. 


But ere the house was completed, we 
had admitted into the normal school about 
sixty young men and women. We did 
this, not knowing how soon we might be 
obliged to dismiss a part or all of the 
pupils. But the school has been kept its 
full length of time, and with pleasing 
results. Many of the pupils are now 
abroad, laboring for the salvation of souls. 
They are seattered over two provinces, 
three in the mountains of the Tharrawadi 
district, near Toungoo, while one is to the 
west, quite in the edge of Arracan. 

Last year we aided, more or less, forty- 
two native preachers, for the whole or a 
part of the year. We pay none of the 
native preachers regular wages ; yet where 
they are so numerous, and hence the Chris- 
tians so few in each place, we must, for 
the present, aid these brethren a little. 
These native preachers, on an average, do 
not receive ten dollars a year each. Hence 
where men are needed, where the people 
desire to know the way of life, how can 
we refuse to send men? We cannot re- 
fuse. We say to them, ‘ Go, brethren, 


a 
| 
ee 
— 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
& 
| 


1859. ] 


and be faithful. If the few worshippers 
cannot furnish you with your food and 
clothing, we will try and aid them, Gio, 
and expect your reward in heaven.’? Do 
not forget to pray for these brethren. 
Remember God is able to convert the vil- 
est heathen through their instrumentality. 

But our work cannot remain station- 
ary. It must enlarge on every side. 
Until now Mrs. Thomas has done but lit- 
tle in the way of instructing the female 
portion of our churches here—the future 
mothers in Israel, and wives of our native 
pastors, She feels that this important 
work cannot he neglected any longer, even 
for want of funds, She has already com- 
menceda Karen girls’ school. The school 
will increase from its present number, 
twelve, to some twenty or thirty, imme- 
diately after the Karen harvest. Hence- 
forth we hope the Henthada normal school 
will consist of two nearly equal parts. 
Let the school be thus remembered by our 
friends. 

The dry season is now approaching, 
and even to-morrow, with Divine permis- 
sion, I start on my first tour to the jun- 


gles, to make a trip along the banks of 


the Irrawadi as far as Donahew, a large 
town in the southern part of the Henthada 
district. 
NINGPO MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. KNOWLTON. 
Baptisms—More Applicants, 
Ningpo, Oct. 12, 1858.—At our last 
communion season at Ningpo, we had the 
pleasure of welcoming two more candi- 
dates to the ordinances of the church. 


One was the widow of Seng, a member of 


the church, who died last year. She had 
been an applicant for baptism for a long 
time, but until recently had not given 
sufficient evidence of sincere repentance to 
enable us consistently to accede to her re- 
quest. She is poor, and earns her daily 
rice with her needle. The increased wil- 
lingness to work and diminished disposi- 
tion to beg, which she has manifested, we 
regard as one important evidence of the 
reality of her conversion. As is the case 
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with nearly all Chinese females, she can- 
not read, but she regularly attends the 
meetings of the church, and listens with 
fixed attention to the readings and expla- 
nations of the Seriptures and the preach- 
ing of the gospel. Her daughter is mar- 
ried and lives with her; and, as she has 
heard much of the doctrines of the gospel, 
having formerly been connected with a 
small, private girls’ school kept by Mrs. 
Maegowan, we have strong hopes that she 
also will, ere long, be brought into the 
fold of Christ. 

The other person received into the 
church is a young man with a family, a 
tailor by trade, by the name of Kuk. He 
has but a slight knowledge of Chinese 
characters, so that he cannot read the 
Scriptures intelligently ; yet he seems very 
sincere, and has obtained through the ear 
a clear idea of the way of salvation by 
Christ, in whom he trusts. 

"There are two other applicants for bap- 
tisin, Who were advised to wait until they 
had obtained more light and a clearer ey- 
idence of being born of the Spirit. One 
of them had been in the habit of drinking 
wine somewhat too freely, on which aec- 
count he was advised not to drink it at 
all. Though nearly all Chinese drink 
wine of their own manufacture, the plan 
of requiring total abstinence is much less 
necessary here than in America. This is 
the case for two reasons; first, Chinese 
wine is much weaker than ours ; secondly, 
the Chinese ordinarily use it only at their 
meals, and tippling houses are unknown, 
though there are some confirmed drunk- 
ards. 


Chapel at Chusan completed and Church 
organized. 

The little chapels at Chusan is complet- 
ed and furnished. It has been quite a 
tax upon my strength and patience, as 
well as upon my pocket; but | am vastly 
more than repaid by the impulse it has 
manifestly given the mission, and the 
prospect of gathering a Christian church 
on that island. On the 19th of Septem- 
ber a church was organized there, consist- 
ing of four members, (two converts there 
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had died,) who were dismissed from the 
Ningpo church for the purpose ; and on 
the 26th of September, three persons were 
added by baptism, making the present 
number seven. Several are inquiring. 
All who have as yet been baptized there 
were males; there are now, however, 
two or three interesting female inquir- 
ers, whom I hope to have the happi- 
ness of baptizing soon. Chu Tehpiau, 
the assistant, is stationed there perma- 
nently, at least for the present. Had I 
access to the monthly concerts of the 
churches at home, I would entreat the 
brethren and sisters for once to offer their 
united, earnest prayers to God, that his 
blessing might rest upon that little, tender 
interest, and that the convicting and con- 
verting power of the Holy Spirit might 
be abundantly manifest in that island. 


Inquirers at Kinghwa. 


Dong Sin Sang and Chu Tehpiau, who 
recently returned from their homes at 
Kinghwa, bring some tokens of encour- 
agement. Dong Sin Sang speaks of three 
of his relatives, all literary persons, who 
seem favorably impressed with the doc- 
trines of the gospel. One of them he 
represents as particularly interested, and 
as expressing his firm belief of the truth 
of Christianity, and his determination to 
worship the one true God. As aids to 
his friend in performing this new worship 
properly, Dong wrote out some prayers 
appropriate for morning and evening de- 
This 


man is considerably advanced in years, 


votions, and to be said at meals. 


being sixty-six, while Dong Sin Sang is 
sixty-nine years of age. Thus the gospel 
is as able to bring under its mild sway 
the strong-minded, self-conceited and self- 
righteous men, who have grown gray in 
the study of the doctrines of Confucius, 
as the children instructed in a Christian 
school. 

Chu Tehpiau speaks of two of his rela- 
tives who are interested, one a younger 
brother, twenty-two years of age, who has 
already attained the first literary degree. 
Of this brother he speaks quite encourag- 
ingly. I have requested Chu and Dong 
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to write and invite these two inquirers to 
come to Ningpo, that they may be taught 
the way of life more fully, and in case 
they give evidence of being born again, 
they may receive baptism. 

The Tai-ping Wang insurgents, who 
made an irruption into this province last 
spring, have retired, and the universal 
panic they created has subsided. 

GERMANY. 


LETTER FROM MR. LEHMANN, 


From the “ Missionsblatt” for September we 
translate the narrative of the dedication of the 
Baptist chapel at Varel, the native town of 
Mr. Oncken. 


25—28, 


The ceremony took place July 
The abstract of Mr. Oncken’s sermon 
on the occasion will be read with interest, as a 
specimen of the discourses of our German 
brethren. It must be remembered, however, 
that such an abstract presents, at best, but 
the bones of a discourse. The filling up and 
the living and informing spirit is wanting. 
Ep. Mag. 
Dedication at Varel. 

I take pleasure in preparing the follow- 
ing report, that our friends far and near 
may share in the rich blessings of the 
feast enjoyed at Varel, July 25—28, 1858, 

** Never was there such a dedication 


before !°’ This was the general sentiment 
at the close of these blessed, but too fleet- 
ing days. The crowning peculiarity of 
the occasion was that Varel is the birth- 
place of br. Oncken, to whom it was thus 
granted to see the fulfilment of his prayers 
for this place after long waiting, and to 
praise the divine merey which had far ex- 
ceeded his highest hopes. 

On the evening of July 24, most of the 
guests arrived at the place after a weary 
journey, for Oldenburg has no railroads. 
The way was beguiled by mutual sympa- 
thy, and the strangers found hospitality 
partly with the brethren, and partly at 
the hotels, which had been hired by the 
church for this occasion. The brethren 
from Halsheck, particularly the singers 
among them, had to travel four hours 
through storm and rain, setting out before 
daybreak, and arriving in Varel scarcely 
half an hour before the public service, 
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where they had appointed to practise a 
new anthem for the occasion. 

At half past nine there was a general 
hastening to the chapel, which is built in 
the Gothic style, and combines dignity, 
simplicity and grace, It stands back 
from the street, and has a fine view of the 
fields. 
(37 feet long, 27 wide, and 18 high,) 
and a dwelling house in the rear, two 


It consists of the audience room, 


stories high, and containing four small 
rooms. ‘The pulpit, the gift of a brother, 
is opposite the entrance, and narrow doors 
on each side of it, as in the chapel at 
Hamburg, lead to the rooms in the rear. 

The whole was tastefully decorated with 
flowers and garlands. Two devices were 
introduced above the pulpit, having in- 
scriptions ingeniously wrought out with 
colored kernels of ricee—on one, ** One 


Lord, one faith, one baptism ;’’ on the 


other, ** God with us.”’ 


The space was soon filled, and many 

were unable to gain admission. The ser- 
mon was by br. Onecken, As it sheds 


light on the peculiar significance of the 


day, | cannot deny myself the pleasure of 


repeating its main thoughts. 


Abstract of Mr. Oncken's Sermon. 


Br. Oneken said :— 

As the hand of the Almighty, which 
spread abroad the heavens, has built a 
spiritual house in this city, it has long 
heen my wish, as a native of Varel, that 
there should also be here a sanetuary in 
which the redeemed of the Lord might 
assemble for worship; and in which oth- 
ers might hear the gospel, the only means 
of salvation for lost men. 
wish is fulfilled. The festival is two-fold, 


To-day my 


a feast of consecration and a feast of 


thanksgiving. 
First, it is a feast of thanksgiving. 


God demands of ws a thankful heart. If 


we do not present this, we rob God of that 
which belongs to Him, and we rob our- 
I shall 


strive this morning to contribute to awak- 


selves of the highest enjoyment. 


en this thankfulness in ourselves by re- 


viewing our missionary history in the 
And may I 


grand-duchy of Oldenburg. 
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speak with wisdom and humility, though 
I am obliged to allude often to myself. 


Personal History. 


When it pleased God more than forty- 
five years ago to issue the command to 
me, as He did once to Abraham, ‘* Go 
out from thy country and from thy fath- 
er’s house into a land which I will tell 
thee of,’ I did not know the voice of God. 
The Lord was a God that hid Himself. 
The greatest blessing of a child, a reli- 
gious education, had not fallen to my lot. 
I enjoyed no correct evangelical instrue- 
tion, for the simple reason that the blind 
cannot lead the blind. Hence my youth 
was spent, as to religious things, in la- 
mentable neglect. The province was then 
subject to a foreign yoke, and all Divine 
revelation was held in supreme contempt. 
The last supports of a dead orthodoxy, 
which survived the longest, and lingered 
here and there in pulpits and in schools, 
had vanished and were chased like chaff 
before the wind. I never heard anything 
of those fundamental principles that Jesus 
Christ, the only begotten Son of God, is 
the Saviour of men, and by his life and 
sufferings had obtained eternal redemp- 
tion; and that without a change, not of 
the understanding, but of the heart and 
of the nature, no one can come 
into harmony with God, and that this is 
the work not of man, but of God's Holy 


inmost 


Spirit. Morality was in an equally de- 
In the instruction 
which [ received preparatory to confirma- 


tion, the clergyman labored to show that 


plorable condition. 


there was a difference between a lie and 
an untruth, so that the latter was allow- 
able, and only the former was prohibited. 
The French soldiery brought us no virtue 
Hence my youth, the 
spring-time of my being, was spent for 
this world, and the future was lost. For 
that life is lost in which one does not ae- 
knowledge that this immortal spirit, which 
in God’s balance weighs more than heaven 
and earth, belongs to God alone, and that 
the Divine image that was lost must be 


nor morality. 


restored in order to our entering again 
into relations of peace with God; and 
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hence that it is our duty at all events to 
rescue the soul before we make the plunge 
from time into a never-ending eternity. 
If the soul is not secured, the design of 
our being is not fulfilled. To this God 
calls us; for this He prolongs our lives ; 
for this He has sent his Son into the world, 
and appointed all the means of grace. 

In a state of perfect heathenism, I took 
my pilgrim-staff to go forth into the 
world in the fourteenth year of my age. 
The Lord had put into my heart strong 
natural affection, and an ardent sympathy 
with the sufferings of my fellow-men. It 
was my aim to become rich, that if possi- 
ble I might build a right noble House of 
Charity in the poorest part of Varel. 
Animated by this desire, I left my home. 
If now T look upon the seven churches in 
this province, and the many hundreds of 
souls who have since believed in Christ, 
and a portion of whom are already em- 
braced in those churches, 1 know not 
what to say before God. O, what a God 
He has given a thousand times 
lle 


asked earthly riches, that he might sweeten 


is ours! 
more than the ignorant boy desired. 


the life of a few poor people ; and behold, 
immortal riches have been given him ;— 
riches by which not only he himself has 
been made unspeakably happy, but by 
which he has been made able to point 
many thousands of his fellow-sinners to 
Him who came into the world to save 
sinners. 

Varel gave me the light of this life; 
England, of the life eternal. Llere I en- 
tered on the theatre of this world ; there 
I was joined to the people of God. As 
an evidence of the genuineness of this 
change, | began to love all men and to 
pray that they might share the same hap- 
piness. First of all I was interested for 
my relatives in Varel ; then followed Ger- 
many; then, the whole world. —Evi- 
dence springs from prayer; evidence is 
the first fruit of prayer; and prayer 
is hypocrisy if it does not produce ac- 
tion. This evidence was first set be- 
fore my relatives through letters from 
England; but they did not produce the 
expected effect. They said, ‘* He is an 
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enthusiast. He is excited.’’ The letters 
were followed by books, and finally by a 
visit which I made here in October, 1825, 
coming from Hamburg, where | had com- 
menced missionary service in the year 
1823. But the delightful hope that the 
Lord would by means of it win some tro- 
phies among the people of Varel, was 
doomed to be disappointed. I found no- 
thing but enemies and opposers. 

But when God’s time is come, in yain 
““do the heathen The Lord 
**Jaughs’’ at them, and shows them their 
folly in putting obstacles in the way of 
He Himeclf provid- 
ed the means for its advancement. The 
sighs which the youth sent up to God 
were heard, and He chose feeble means to 
produce great effects. As He once chose 
Abraham, an idolater, to be the father of 
the Jewish nation—as He chose twelve 
fishermen, that through them the gospel 


are 
ape. 


the gospel of Christ. 


might be proclaimed on all mountains 


and above all hills—as in nature from a 
few drops that fall upon a rock He causes 
the mightiest rivers to commence their 
course, 80 He proceeds in his heavenly 
kingdom. Ile chooses always not the 
great, the mighty and the wise, but the 
poor and despised of this world. For He 
has sworn that He will not give his glory 
to another, to no man nor angel, nor to 
all his saints. So He proceeded here in 
the grand duchy of Oldenburg. In our 
history in this province there shone no 
bright stars of wisdom or eloquence ; we 
point only to a simple, unsophisticated 
people. And yet by their means, not- 
withstanding all the persecutions of pow- 
ers both temporal and spiritual, a mis- 
sionary activity has come into being, 
which has continued till this day, and 
unfolded itself continually more and more 
to the glory of God. 


We should like to cover to-day with 
the mantle of love the intolerance of which 
we were the victims. A shame it is to 
any Christian country to persecute a man 
on account of his faith. God be praised, 
The 
time of missionary journeys by night and 
of preaching with closed doors is over. 


these things belong to the past. 
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But I see before me brethren who on ac- 
count of their faith were imprisoned, per- 
secuted and robbed of their earthly goods. 
But thanks be to God, and after Him to 
the humane government of the present 
Grand Duke, this time is past. Our 
magistrates are convinced that decided as 
we are to yield obedience only to Jesus 
Christ in spiritual things, we also obey in 
worldly things and hold in respect the 
rulers whom God has set over us, regard- 
ing even the lowest officer in the State as 


a servant of God, 


Religious Toleration. 


Let us then to-day, my brethren, con- 
template the present. ‘* The Lord has 
done great things for us, whereof we are 
glad.’?) Oldenburg has borne off the palm 
of religious toleration over all the other 
States of Germany. Only recently we 
have obtained a concession in Hamburg 
also; but here there has been entire reli- 
gious freedom for several years. Here 
we have the right of marriage, recognized 
by law. Here we may instruct our chil- 
dren. Here we may worship God in the 
full light of day, like other religious com- 
munities. If under unfavorable relations 
the Lord has blessed and increased us, 
how much more will He do so now. Let 
body and soul for that end be consecrated 
to Him anew, till our eyes see the whole 
land covered with his mercy as the waters 
cover the sea, and till all the unbelieving 
‘*know Him whom to know is life eter- 
nal.”’ 

Secondly, we celebrate a feast of conse- 
eration. But how? Shall these States 
be made holy by the hand of a priest? 
Not at all. That wedonot believe. No, 
the Lord is now building for Himself a 


temple of human hearts. In the days of | 


the New Testament the church of Christ 
is God's living temple. Now, how shall 
this house be dedicated? By coming be- 
fore God with prayer and thanksgiving, 
and supplicating his blessing on this tem- 
ple; that joy may be prepared here for 
the hosts of angels on account of weeping 
penitents; that his people may be truly 
united; that here Christ may celebrate 
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victory after victory ; finally, that there 
may always be those here who have rested 
in his bosom, and who, not only with an 
enlightened understanding, but also from 
the fulness of a warm heart, impart to 
others what they have themselves received 
in faith. 

Now thanks be to the architect of this 
chapel, and to all others who by counsel 
or action have aided in erecting it. 
The house, as you see, is very sim- 
ple, but also harmonious and_ tasteful. 
Thanks also to the magistrates of this 
provinee and city. And also, a general 
request to Jews and Gentiles—to the for- 
mer because they consult, not the Old 
Testament, but their Rabbins; to the lat- 
ter, because they do not hear to the New 
Testament, but to the learned—Read God’s 
Word and examine for yourselves whether 
that which we have preached and profess- 
ed is our own wisdom or the eternal truth 
of God. And if you acknowledge this, 
then honor Him by making his Word the 
light of your feet ; and He will honor you 
again, and will reveal Christ to you, as 
the hope of eternal blessedness. Amen. 

The service was closed with singing and 
prayer. 

In the afternoon the chapel was filled 
again as in the morning. Br. Oncken 
preached again from 1 Tim. 3: 15, show- 
ing that the church is the house of God, 
because God is, 1. Its planner. 2. Its 
builder. 3. Its inhabitant. In the joy- 
ful communion of the Lord’s Supper, our 
hearts flowed together, and then toward 
the Great Sacrifice, the Lamb of our 
atonement, to whose spotless life and ago- 
nizing death we are indebted, as well for 
the joys of this day as for every blessing 
in time and eternity. 


—— 
FRANCE, 


LETTER FROM MR. B 


Preaching at the House of Mourning, 


We have translated the following narratives 
from letters of French preachers recently re- 
ceived. They give evidence that the work 
in France is onward, and that while much seed 
is and has been sown, the Head of the church 
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is causing it to yield at various points the 
first-fruits of a pleasing harvest.—Ep. Mac. 

L——,, Dee. 1, 1858.—I have lately 
been full of occupation. In less than ten 
days I have attended four funerals, which 
have been, thanks to God, favorable occa- 
sions. The first took place at A———, 
where one of our brethren had just lost a 
child. I was permitted, both at the house 
of mourning and at the grave, to speak of 
Him who had conquered death, and of 
faith in Christ, which brings eternal life. 
The audience listened with attention. 

Four days afterwards I was called to 
pay the last rites to the remains of a 
brother in a neighboring village. This 
brother had died in the Lord, éxclaiming, 
‘This is not dying, it is going to live 
with Jesus Christ.’’ At the house of the 
dead I spoke to a listening company. 
We were then accompanied to the field of 
graves by a considerable number of per- 
sons who had never seen a Protestant 
burial, and desired to witness the cere- 
mony. Unhappily, they were disappoint- 
ed. For I had spoken but a few minutes 
when I was interrupted by the deafening 
sound of the bells of a neighboring church. 
I waited some time, hoping that the ring- 
ing would soon cease. But as it contin- 
ued [ was obliged to leave, regretting that 
I was unable to preach the gospel to all 
these people who seemed desirous to hear 
it, and who retired greatly disappointed 
and offended with their bells, and with 
those who had caused them to be rung. 
I hope, however, that the prince of evil 
will be disappointed, and that this inci- 
dent, by which so many were troubled, 
will do more good than my preaching. 
God is Almighty, and He uses all means 
to accomplish his work. 

The next day I had to attend a funcral 
at another village, where the mayor did 
not permit me to speak except at the 
house. Many to whom the gospel was a 
new thing assembled to hear, and listened 
with interest and attention. 

The last funeral, two days since, was of 
one of our sisters who had long been a 
sufferer. The municipal authority had 
caused a grave to be dug ; but the curate, 
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thinking the place too honorable fora 
heretic, had the grave filled up and anoth- 
er dug where suicides are buried. The 
case was represented to the authorities, 
who expressed their disapproval, and or- 
dered another grave to be prepared ina 
When we had reach- 
ed the cemetery, I had an opportunity to 
preach for an hour to the numerous com- 


more suitable spot. 


pany who had come together to hear. 
Most of the audience were very attentive 
the whole time, and several manifested 
deep emotion. 

Thus death has given me opportunity 
to preach the gospel in at least four dif- 
ferent villages to persons who had never 
May God bless 
the seed sown, that it may spring up and 
bear fruit in many hearts. 

I have just visited D 
many new persons at worship. 
them appear exceedingly well disposed. | 
The meetings are interesting and very well 
attended. 


heard the joyful sound. 


and saw 
Two of 


LETTER FROM MR. C 


Dying in the Lord—The Protestant Faith 
a Subject of Conversation. 

V——_, Dee. 1, 1858.—I have fre- 
quently visited one of our sisters, Mrs. 
S———., during her long sickness. She 
earnestly desired to leave this world of 
sorrow for the of her Saviour. 
Twenty-four hours before her death T had 
a delightful conversation with her on the 


bosom 


love of Christ to perishing sinners, and on 
the rest which remains for the people of 
God. 
of her neighbors said to me, ‘* Mrs. 8 


As a testimony to her piety, one 


has suffered much, but she has also prayed 
much, She was a truly pious woman, 
If she is not happy, no one will be.” 

At my last visit, I learned from her 
that a poor old woman who had been sick 
twelve or thirteen years ardently desired 
T went immediately 
to see her, and found her lying on a mis- 
erable couch. 


to see and hear me. 


I spoke to her of Jesus and 
of his love for penitent sinners. When I 
read to her describing the sufferings of 
the Son of God, she repeated the words 
one by one as they fell from my lips, and 
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seemed to understand with inexpressible 
delight the truth that the sufferings He 
endured were amply sufficient to make an 
expiation for sin. When I prayed with 
her, as she many times desired me to do, 
she seemed greatly gratified, and begged 
me to visit her whenever I came to see 
Mrs. 5 But I never saw her again. 
When I went to attend the funeral of Mrs. 
S— ., I learned that she had died on that 


very morning. Nevertheless I hope it 
will not be in vain that I spoke to her of 
the love of God, who will in no wise cast 
out those who come to Him. 

The funeral of Mrs, S—— gave me an 
opportunity to preach the good news of 
salvation to about a hundred persons at 
the house and a hundred and fifty at the 
cemetery. [was able also to distribute 
several tracts. I have learned since that 
good impressions were reccived, and that 
the blessedness of the Protestant faith 
continues to be the topic of conversation. 


LETTER FROM MR. 


Three Converts baptized at P. 


p——.,, Dee. 16, 1858.—If in some of 
our fields of missionary labor death has 
carried off some of our brethren and sis- 
ters, new members are added in place of 
those who have entered into the everlast- 
ing rest. We had the joy of receiving at 
P 


Lord’s day, (Dee. 12,) in presence of a 


three members by baptism last 


numerous assembly, composed almost en- 
tirely of Roman Catholics. God only 


knows what was passing in the hearts of 


the people while the gospel was preached, 
and while the ordinance of baptism was 
administered ; but the whole assembly ap- 
peared attentive, good impressions seemed 
to be made, and the three sisters who 
united with us manifested at their baptism 
an excellent spirit. 

The first of the three converts baptized, 
on account of the hardness and perversity 
of her heart, was for a long time a cause 
of gricf to her husband, who had been 
baptized several years before, and enticed 
him also to go astray. But for a year 
past she has been very sensitive to the 
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gospel, and her tears, when I inquired if 
she was disposed henceforth to live to the 
glory of God, bore witness that her heart 
was truly under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The second, a woman whose husband is 
, has 
more than once declared that she would 


a member of the church at P 


never be baptized, and for a long time in 
vain did we ply on this subject both her 
conscience and her heart. But Divine 
grace wrought alone in the hour of ex- 
tremity when we scarcely dared to hope 
any longer, so weak is our faith; and 
after having long shown herself very in- 
different to the duty of being baptized, 
she has now expressed even desire to sub- 
mit to the ordinance. 

The third who joined us is a woman of 
great excellence. The day after her bap- 
tism she said to me ‘Sir, I had a great 
conflict within when you asked me if I 
would consent to be baptized according to 
the rule of the New Testament. I saw 
before me mountains which appeared in- 
surmountable. But after carnest prayer, 
God enabled me to come to a decision ac- 
cording to his Word, and immediately 
the mountains vanished. I know,” she 
added, ** shall have to meet great diffi- 
culties, for various reasons; but I am 
perfectly free from anxiety.”’ 


Hopeful Cases. 


Of the persons who visit us, several 
seem to be truly converted and inclined 
to join us soon. Among others there is a 
Catholic, who told me several days since 
that he was disposed to walk according 
to the gospel, although for five or six 
months he had affirmed that he would 
never submit to baptism by immersion. 
There is another, a woman, whom I asked 
last Lord's day after worship—‘ Well, 
madam, when will your turn come?” 
**Dear sir,’’ she replied, should like 
to have been baptized this very day.” 
Other persons to whom I spoke after- 
wards gave me equal satisfaction by the 
feclings which they manifested. 

Christians of all denominations in 
France are encouraged in their labors for 
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the conversion of souls and for the over- 
throw of popery. 
Opposition to Protestantism. 

The Catholic priests, maddened by the 
state of affairs, are at a loss what means 
to employ to arrest the progress of Pro- 
It makes one indignant to 
read the calumnies, the odious accusations 


testantism. 


brought against the Protestants by the 
Romish priests and bishops. Not satisfied 
with exaggerating the divisions which 
exist in the Reformed churches, and with 
propagating ideas wholly false as to their 
doctrines and worship, they even dare to 
represent the Protestants as the enemies 
of all authority, of all government ; they 
have even had the boldness to say and to 
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write that the Bible Societies are nothing 
but political machines, aiming to bring 
about war and revolution, and that the 
Protestant Bible is only a hypocritical 
disguise, under which are concealed re- 
volution and infidelity. They publish by 
thousands tracts and books, in which 
they accuse the pastors of buying the Ca- 
tholics with money, and they endeavor 
to insinuate into all their publications 
that Protestantism, so called, is but an- 
other name for anarchy, disorder, and the 
negation of all religion, In the presence 
of these perfidious insinuations, our task 
is extremely difficult, and we solicit the 
earnest prayers of our brethren in the 
United States. 


MISCE 


LLANY. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE WORK 
OF MISSIONS. 


ADDRESS AT A MISSIONARY MEETING. 


The influence of the Spirit is necessary 
to missionary success in producing and 
maintaining proper views of the work 
among the churches at home. 

The influence of the churches at home 
on the success of missions abroad, can be 
doubted by none who know the connection 
that subsists between them, and the inti- 
mate relations they must ever maintain. 
The churches at home may be compared 
to the fountain, of which the foreign la- 
bors are the distant streams. If the foun- 
tain be pure, so will be the remote rivu- 
lets; but if it be corrupt, the distant 
stream will not flow unpolluted. If the 
fountain be full, the rivulets will be pro- 
portionately copious ; but if the head of 
the stream be scanty, the distant channels 
will be equally diminished. If, then, the 
formation of the individual character re- 
quire the influence of the Spirit, equally 
necessary is that influence to the preserva- 
tion of the same character in the churches 


—that they may present a proper model 
for the imitation of the converted heathen 
—afford the requisite encouragement to 
their devoted agents in the field—supply 
the succors demanded by increased success 
—and maintain toward the enterprise a 
bearing becoming in those who regard the 
work as one that must finally triumph. 
In securing this triumph, the tone ot 
piety maintained among our churches is 
Should it degener- 
ate—should it become cold or formal, all 


of essential moment. 


proper interest in the missionary work 
immediately expires, If there be no true 
concern for religion at home, how can 
there be for religion abroad? If the piety 
of the churches decline, the interest in 
foreign missions will be thrown upon some 
annual excitement, some periodic stimu- 
lant, which a too common declension ot 
religious principle regards as indispensa- 
ble. Remove the stimulant, withdraw 
the excitement, and the interest in mis- 
sions almost wholly disappears. But how 
different the scene where a warm-hearted 
piety directs the movements of the church ! 
For there the cause of missions is inter- 
woven in the texture of their common 
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faith ; there the work is regarded as their 
own, and there the universal interests of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom are recognized as 
common property, suggesting daily duty, 
and enforcing perpetual obligations ; while 
all orders in the church—the young, the 
old, fathers and little children—join in 
one effort to secure the triumphs of the 
cross of Christ throughout the world. 
And the influence of this mode of recog- 
nizing missions on the prayers of the 
chureh will be powerful and salutary be- 
If a sol- 
emn responsibility pervades the people, 
prayer will become ** power with God,” 


yond any ordinary conception. 


and prove the surest precursor of success. 
Then the church will truly “ reason’? with 
the Lord, and take hold of the strength of 
the Holy One. Evidence will then be fur- 
nished that prayer is vital, and that God 
And this will be but to obey the 
plain command—* Ye that make mention 


is true. 


of the Lord keep not silence, and give 
Ilim no rest, till He establish and make 
That 
the absence of such prayers has interfered 


Jerusalem a praise in the earth.”’ 


with the blessing is evident :—* Thou 
hast not called upon me, O Jacob; but 
thou hast heen weary of me, O Israel.’’ 
“QO that thou hadst hearkened to my 
commandments! Then had thy peace 
been as a river, and thy righteousness as 
the waves of the sea; thy seed also had 
been as the sand, and the offspring of thy 
bowels as the gravel thereof.’? How few 
are the churches that make migh/y prayer 
for the world’s salvation! And among 
private Christians, how few of us there 
are who plead with throbbing anxiety— 
“Thy kingdom come ; Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.’? And if we 
trace the effect to the cause, shall we not 
find that we are too content with routine 
forms and existing habits; that we enter 
too superficially into the nature of the 
undertaking, and that we have not greater 
success hecause our prayers partake so lit- 
tle of the Spirit? 

Neither is the faith of the church of 
less importance in the success of missions ; 
for if confidence in God is essential to 
successful prayer, where private or infe- 
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rior interests alone are concerned ; much 
more 80 is it necessary in the work among 
the heathen. We are much mistaken, 
and shall be grievously disappointed, if 
we imagine our duty done when we have 
subscribed our money and sent our men. 
In these acts we truly discharge inferior 
obligations ; but unless we would mock 
our own intentions, they are to be follow- 
ed up by “the prayer of faith,’’ which, 
taking hold of the precious promises of 
God, will allow us no rest in action and 
no repose of spirit, until the kingdom of 
the Redeemer shall be supreme in the 
world, 
operations at home or abroad in any other 


Indeed, to engage in missionary 


spirit, implies great ignorance or great 
presumption. It is ignorance, when we 
neglect the ground of our success, which 
alone is to be found in the promises ; and 
it is presumption, when we overlook the 
condition on which alone these promises 
become available.—** Be it unto you ac- 
cording to your faith,” is the declared 
rule of action in every such case; and 
while it carries all the power of a moral 
law in the system of Divine mercy, it fur- 
nishes the sole condition of success between 
God and man. ‘To this law of action the 
Almighty Himself condescends to bow ; 
and by rising to this law, man becomes 
great and victorious. And who can tell 
the power of this rule when properly em- 
ployed by the church? By it our great 
progenitors in the work of God * subdued 
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtain- 
ed promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the 
edge of the sword, out of weakness were 
made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turn- 
ed to flight the armies of the aliens.” 
And is this faith, think you, of less power 
now than in those ancient days? Has the 
Most High become less faithful, or his 
word less true, than when Jacob wrestled 
or when Daniel prayed? Certainly not ; 
for the voice of the Spirit and the testi- 
mony of the church unite in all ages to 
declare, that ** This is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even your faith.” 
But how shall this faith be brought to 
govern our pulpits, our prayers, and our 


80 


people—impregnating the whole of our 
associated exertions on behalf of the hea- 
then with its own power, 80 as to compel 
us to act, to feel, and to pray like men 
who know that suecess depends on faith 
and prayer—how shall this faith be pos- 
sessed and practised, but as we enjoy the 
Spirit? 

And lastly, the church needs the con- 
stant influence of the Holy Spirit in pre- 
paring right men for the missionary la- 
bor. This must be so obvious, that no 
argument is required to enforce the proof, 
For nothing can be plainer, we conceive, 
than the fact that the agents employed 
will be, with few exceptions, just what 
the church at home shall make them. 
With her resides the work of implanting 
their principles, forming their motives, 
training their habits, and the develop- 
ment, more or less, of their entire charac- 
ter. 
arth, chiefly employs the agency of the 
church ; hence our missionaries partake 
unavoidably of the character of the church 


The blessed Spirit, in his work on 


by whom they are trained, whatever that 
character may be. Their early familiar- 
ity with her forms, their companionship 
with her people, their engagements in her 
services, and their intimacy with her 
spirit and her condition—a// are so many 
modes of forming their own character, of 
which she is evidently the model. U, 
then, her piety be low, how can theirs 
rise higher? If her faith be weak, is 
theirs likely to become more vigorous? 
Shall they learn self-denial, where little or 
none is practised? Or shall they be 
taught to ** endure hardness,”’ where the 


school is all softness and repose ? 


Whether the church acts wisely in her 
present method of training, it is not for 
us to determine ; but inasmuch as it is an 
apostolic caution to * lay hands suddenly 


on no man,” it will not surely be deemed 
presumptuous to suggest that the discipline 
at home should be of a kindred character 
Would 


it not, then, be perfectly proper for the 


with the intended labor abroad. 


church to superintend such a training, 
and to ascertain if her candidates for this 
work were men who could deny them 
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selves on a large scale? If they could 
work hard in the ministry? If they could 
descend to the poor and the ignorant? If 
they could brave the heat, the snow, and 
the tempest, in their Master’s work? If, 
with cheerfulness, they could resign the 
luxuries, the comforts, and a portion of 
If they could 
patiently bear with rudeness, ignorance, 
Opposition, and ‘the contradiction of 
sinners against themselves?’’ If, in one 
word, they were men who counted not 
their lives dear unto themselves for the 
If such 
a discipline were adopted, should we not 


even the necessaries of life ? 


sake of Christ and his kingdom ? 


often escape bitter disappointment, and 
be preserved from the commission of griev- 
ous mistakes? But how shall such a 
training be pursued, unless the church 
herself is trained to self-denying labor? 
Hlow shall she become the true model of 
missionary working and of missionary 
success but as she, 

“Arm’'d herself in panoply complete 
Of heavenly temper, furnishes with arms 
Bright as her own, and trains by every rule 
Of holy discipline to glorious war 
The sacramental host of God's elect ? 
Are all such churches? Would to Heaven 

all were..” 

The influence of the Holy Spirit is ne- 
cessary to give success in the missionary 
work, by making the labors effeetual on 
the field of immediate action. 

Having considered the individual char- 
acter, and the church in connection with 
the missionary work, it remains but to 
survey the man at labor in the distant 
field ; from a brief inspection of which we 
shall again learn the necessity of the Holy 
Spirit's influence. For, admit that the 
agent is amply qualified for his great un- 
dertaking—that he can argue to profound 
conviction, and persuade even to tears, it 
must be remembered that the process of 
salvation in the human heart is exclusively 
moral, and that the conviction and per- 
suasion will fall far short of the true ob- 


ject, if not suceceded by the moral influ- 


ence also, Indeed, in thousands of in- 
stances, irresistible conviction is produced, 


and the passions are moved to intense suf- 
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fering or delight, but the moral character 
of the man remains all that it was before 
the reasoning or the persuasion began. 
In truth, it is evident that religious con- 
viction is but one stage in a great process, 
to complete which another agency besides 
that of man is indispensable. Hence, if 
we understand our duty aright, we shall 
not only employ the means that carry the 
work up to a certain point, but we shall 
be supremely anxious that the Azgher in- 
fluence also shall be brought to bear upon 
the work, that the first process may not 
be in vain from the absence of the second 
and the more important one. And the 
necessity of this attendant influence is a 
plain doctrine of Holy Scripture, and one 
as prominently taught and enforced as 
the atonement itself. Its necessity is 
founded on man’s deep depravity ; its 
fresence is supplied by the unspeakable 
love of God. If, on the one hand, * the 
natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness 
unto him, neither can he know them, be- 
cause they are spiritually discerned,”’ the 
ease is met on the other hand by the mer- 
ciful assurance, * If ye, then, being evil, 
know how to give good things to your 
children, how much more shall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him?" 

But the consequence, to the missionary, 
of the abstract depravity of the human 
heart is truly appalling. For you may 
present to man truth in her most beauti- 
ful forms; you may array her in the 
charms of celestial virtue, and deck her 
forth in garments pure as the morning 
light ; you may argue her claims with all 
the correctness of logic, or woo her recep- 
tion in the silvery tones of the most be- 
witching eloquence; you may urge her 
importance with the plainness of a Paul, 
or with the power of an Apollos: and 
when you have done your utmost, you 
shall exclaim with one greater far than 
man :—** All the day long have I stretched 
out my hands to a disobedient and a gain- 
saying people.’ No, it is not in man to 
love the truth when he knows it, or to 
embrace it even when pressed on his regard. 

6 


And if such be the general state of man, 
where surrounding circumstances more 
than usually favor his reception of saving 
knowledge, how much is the sadness of 
the case increased where his natural en- 
mity to God has acquired tenfold strength 
from the prejudices and falsehoods among 
which he has been reared? For then, 
truth becomes the more repulsive by op- 
posing his lusts, his pleasures, his pride, 
and his very faith. Trained from early 
childhood in licentiousness and religious 
error, habituated to the most revolting 
scenes, and to rites the most degrading, 
but taught to believe them pleasing to his 
deities, and the only way to his paradise 
of sensual delights, he is thus prepared to 
resist every attempt to convict him of evil, 
and every entreaty to abandon the prac- 
tice he loves. What, therefore, shall 
break the spell? What power shall dis- 
sipate the delusion ? 

It were in truth a vain attempt, a 
scheme utopian to a proverb, had the 
missionary nothing more than human ar- 
gument and persuasion to guarantee his 
success. As well might he seek to argue 
away hardness from a stone, or to per- 
suade the serpent to abandon his poison. 
The total inadequacy of the effort, when 
lodged in merely human hands, constrains 
the acknowledgement that ‘* neither is he 
that planteth anything, neither he that 
watereth, but God that giveth the in- 
crease.”’ 

No. Our hope is not in the missionary, 
but in the God whom he serves; not in 
the ability of the man, but in the presence 
of the Spirit. And when we look over 
the vastness of the field, and carefully 
weigh the greatness of the undertaking— 
when we calmly examine the difficulties 
which the work will not fail to encounter 
—when we contrast the means to be em- 
ployed with the mighty enterprise to be 
accomplished—and when we consider the 
important fact that no human power, 
how wisely soever employed, can reach 
the seat of the disorder, and thus effect 
the recovery of man,—we are cast for suc- 
cess exclusively on the promise, and are 
left with but thjs sole resource, ‘‘ My 
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word shall not return unto me void; but 
it shall accomplish that which I please, 
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto 
I sent it.”’ 

And now, what is our individual, our 
combined, our constant duty, but to im- 
plore the Holy Spirit to descend on us and 
on all mankind? Do we take an active 
part in missions? Do we send the men, 
and then aid in supporting them? We 
do well, and our service in these things 
will not be forgotten. But let us remem- 
ber that a greater duty remains to be dis- 
charged, and it is one without which ail 
our other service will be vain, and every 
effort fruitless. This duty is to implore 
with all earnestness, with constancy and 
with faith, at the hands of our heavenly 
Father, the pouring out of his most Holy 
Spirit, upon every department of Chris- 
tian labor in general, upon the work of 
missions in particular, and upon the world 
at large. Upon this depends the pros- 
perity of the church at home, and the 
success Of all missionary work abroad. 
Short of this outpouring of the Spirit, 
**Paul planteth and Apollos watereth’’ 
altogether in vain. They reach no heart, 
and with mind and eloquence combined 
in the most perfect proportions, they bring 
no soul to God through Christ. Here, 
then, we have mighty scope for our “¢work 
of faith and labor of love,’’ and if we feel 
aright in this magnificent employment, 
we shall ever pray with wrestling energy, 
**O God, our only help and hope,—pour 
out thy Holy Spirit, that our dead world 
may live.”’—Rer. W. Stokes in Prim. 
Church Magazine. 

RESULTS OF THE SEPOY REBELLION. 

We find in the “ Foreign Missionary” the 
following communication from Rey. Mr. Her- 
ron, a missionary of the Presbyterian church, 
living at Dehra, an outstation of the Lodi- 
ana mission in Northern India. This station 
was in great peril during the Indian mutiny. 

At this station our work, with the ex- 
ception of preaching in the bazaar for a 
short time, was uninterrupted. The work 
at all three stations has been going on for 


(March, 


several months as formerly. We feel 
that we are called upon to consecrate 
anew to the service of God the lives that 
He has so mercifully spared. Pray for us 
that we may have grace to do so. 

It will be a matter of much joy to you 
and to the people of God throughout the 
world, ** that the things which have hap- 
pened unto us, have fallen out ’’ greatly 
‘*to the furtherance of the gospel.’’ 
What you have expressed as an object of 
faith, is now to us an object of sense ; we 
see plainly that Giod has made all these 
things work together for the good of his 
cause. We believed, from the first of 
these disturbances, that God was answer- 
ing the prayers of the church for this land 
‘* by terrible things in righteousness ;"* but 
we did not expect to be able, so soon and 
so clearly, to read these answers in his 
providences. In all that has happened, 
we, and even irreligious men, have heard 
Giod say, as distinetly as He can be heard 
to speak in his providence, ** J will be ea- 
alted among the heathen, 1 will be exalted 
in the earth.’? He has arisen and pleaded 
his own cause; and though we cannot 
but be sad at the thought of the valuable 
lives that have been lost, and at the de- 
struction of human life that is still tak- 
ing place, yet we cannot but rejoice at 
what God has wrought. ‘* Let Mount 
Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah 
be glad because of thy judgments.’’ 

The East India Company, who one 
year ago were in the pride of their power 
and glory, have, we believe, been cast 
down as unfit any longer to rule this 
country. Professing to rule on the prin- 
ciple of not interfering with the religion 
of the natives, they ignored Christianity, 
and encouraged idolatry and caste. They 
made almost every concession to the ab- 
surd notions of the army especially, and 
guarded them carefully against the influ- 
ences of Christianity, even forbidding the 
chaplains to use any means to lead the 
heathen soldier to the truth. From 
the fear of losing their power and gains, 
they thus wickedly shut out the light of 
God's love from their vast army, and de- 
graded their chaplains into time-servers 
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and men-pleasers, by forbidding them to 
obey the commission which Christ put in- 
to their hands : ‘* Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature.” 
Ie who “ removeth kings and setteth up 
kings,’’ has shown his displeasure against 
their government. He has numbered 
it ‘*and finished it,’? and given it to 
another, and the justice and wisdom of 
his judgments are seen in the fact that 
the army on which the government de- 
pended has caused its overthrow, and 
that, too, on a charge of using means to 
convert them to Christianity, a charge 
of which it had taken the greatest pains 
not to be guilty. What a verification of 
the Scriptures! ** The wicked fall by 
their own counsel.*’ The wicked is 
snared in the work of his own hand.” 

Mohammedanism, too, the bitterest en- 
emy of Christ, has been humbled ; and 
the breaches have been made in caste, the 
strongest fortress of idolatry, by the same 
storm that has overthrown the govern- 
ment of the East India Company. The 
cloud, however, that shot down fiery ven- 
geance on these enemics of Christ, has at 
the same time rained refreshment on his 
drooping cause. The prospects of the 
missionary enterprise in this land were 
never so bright and encouraging as at 
present. We have, indeed, to mourn the 
loss of dear brethren who were cruclly 
murdered ; but our loss is their gain. 
They are now with that * great multitude 
that no man can number,” which came 
out of great tribulation, and have washed 
their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb,’ and having palms 
in their hands, are now praising God for 
his judgments, saying, ** Salvation to our 
God who sitteth upon the throne, and to 
the Lamb.’’ Their posts, it is true, are 
unoccupied ; but they have, doubtless, 
done more for the cause of Christ in their 
death than they could have done by the 
longest life.‘ The blood of the martyrs 
* Much mis- 
sion property, too, has been destroyed ; 
hut this forms no ground for regret. It 
had all been consecrated to God for the 
advancement of his cause in this land ; 


is the seed of the chureh.’ 


and if, by the conflagration in which it 
was consumed, this object has been pro- 
moted in an almost incredible degree, who 
would not rejoice in the sacrifice? 

One of the most striking results of the 
rebellion, is the great change that has 
been produced in the public mind in fa- 
vor of the work of missions. This will 
be best illustrated by a few facts. 

One day, just after the outbreak, when 
our danger seemed to be the greatest, a 
party having been murdered in a pass a 
few miles from Dehra, br. Woodside and 
L walked over to the next house, in which 
five or six civil and military officers were 
stopping, and consulting at the time re- 
specting what was best to be done. Three 
of them were walking in front of the 
house, and when we approached they re- 
tired into the verandah, evidently wish- 
ing toshun us. When we came forward, 
our presence was unmistakably the cause 
of uneasiness to them. We learned 
shortly afterwards from one of their num- 
ber, more favorably disposed to mission- 
aries than the others, that a short time 
before we visited them, it had been af- 
firmed by his companions that every mis- 
sionary in the country should be hanged. 
They did not then think of their own sins 
and the sins of the government as the 
cause of Divine judgments ; but attributed 
the threatened dangers to missionaries, as 
the men who were turning the world up- 
side down. 

Others about that time were heard to 
say that they would regard it to be their 
duty, in future, to prohibit preaching in 
the bazaars, and to arrest the missionaries 
that would attempt it. 

The only newspaper that reached us for 
several weeks was one that is published at 
the seat of government in the Punjaub. 
[t had always been unfriendly to mission- 
arics, and two or three letters appearing 
in its columns, representing the mutiny 
usa judgment, the editor announced to 
his readers that no more letters of such a 
character should find a place in his paper. 

A great change, however, has taken 
place. There is not a tongue now that 
moves against our work. The rebellion took 
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place among those that were most care- 
fully guarded against the influence of 
missionaries. It is now almost universal- 
ly admitted that the mutiny is a judg- 
ment on the British for their disloyalty 
to Christ. Almost every one sees and ac- 
knowledges the necessity of instructing 
the natives in Christianity. The spirit of 
the paper we mentioned above, is en- 
tirely changed. Its columns are filled 
with such letters as it formerly rejected. 
It now boldly advocates a Christian gov- 
ernment, a Christian policy, and Christian 
missions for India. The Punjaub gov- 
ernment has issued a proclamation, de- 
claring that all its offices are now open to 
native Christians. This will afford em- 
ployment, and give respectability to na- 
tive converts,—two great benefits to the 
cause of missions. 

Another cheering result of the rebellion 
is the proof it has given of the sincerity 
of the native Christians. Their Christi- 
anity, compared with that which is found 
in the churches at home, is weak and 
sickly ; nevertheless, it has been proved 

‘to be of the right kind ; its strength is 
from above. They have been sorely tried, 


but they have stood the trial. Some of 


them have gained the martyrs’ crown; | 


many of them have witnessed a good con- 


fession, and not one of them is known to 


have denied the Saviour. The effect of 
their trials upon themselves has, doubt- 
less, been to lead them closer to God, and 
to strengthen their faith in Him. 

One Sabbath, during the period of the 
greatest alarm, I happened to be the only 
missionary worshipping with the native 
Christians. Those of Dehra and Sahar- 
anpur, with the orphan boys of the latter 
station, filled our little church. Many 
times we looked out of the doors, not 
knowing when a band of murderers 
might be seen approaching us. Theo- 
dore Wylie, the native licentiate of our 
presbytery, preached. His subject was 
the love and faithfulness of God, with an 
application to our circumstances at the 
time. Among other beautiful illustra- 
tions he used the following : 

‘*T read some time ago of a husband 
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and wife who were at sea in a storm. 
The wife clung in terror to her husband. 
He drew a sword, and pointing it at her 
breast in a threatening manner, asked 
her,‘ Are you afraid?’ * No,’ she re- 
plied. * Why are you not afraid?’ * Be- 
cause my husband holds the sword.’ 
‘Why then,’ said the husband, ‘are you 
afraid of the winds and waves? They 
are in the hands of your Heavenly Fa- 
ther.’ ’’ 

He then applied this beautifully to the 
The 


subject itself, the circumstanges in which 


dangers that were threatening us. 


it was considered, and to which it was 
applied, the character of the preacher, 
and his calm, mild, carnest countenance 
and manner, produced a very solemn ef- 
fect. 

Many cheering truths are seen and felt 
by us, at the present time, in a peculiar 
manner. 
church. 


The martyr spirit is still in the 
Jesus is on the throne. Jesus is 
in the hearts of his people; his cause is 
safe ; the gates of hell cannot prevail 
against her. 


MISSIONS OF THE LONDON MISSION- 
ARY SOCIETY IN NORTHERN 
INDIA. 

The London Missionary Society has now 
been laboring in Northern India for more 
than forty years. It has occupied several 
most important stations, and, with other 
sections of the church of Christ, has pro- 
claimed the gospel to the idolatrous pop- 
ulation with which the country teems. 
It has done its work amid peculiar diffi- 
culties ; and it is owing to these difficul- 
ties, not to inefficiency of its agency, that 
it has reaped comparatively little fruit 
from its long-continued toil. In Southern 
India there exist the tribe of Shanars* 
and numerous communities of Parias, 
who have welcomed the gospel almost 
without fear of harm. But in Northern 
India, Christian missions mect the full 
strength of Hindu self-righteousness, of 
caste-pride, of priestly domination ; and 


* See Magazine for Dec., 1855, p. 491, and 
June, 1856, p. 188.—Ep. Maa, 
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each convert has to burst through many 
barriers, before he obtains a secure en- 
trance into the church of Christ. In this 
portion of the great continent of India 
especially, the success of missions should 
be measured by the obstacles which they 
have overcome. 

The principal mission of the Society 
has been maintained in the city of Cal- 
cutta. Its position as the head-quarters 
of the English government ; its vast pop- 
ulation of nearly 400,000 souls within the 
city boundaries ; and its powerful influ- 
ence over the whole country, show the 
necessity of making it the seat of strong 
and efficient missions. No less than six 
Missionary Societies and churches are lo- 
cated here, employing a staff of about 
thirty missionaries, of whom ugaally seven 
belong to the London Missionary Society. 
Since the year 1818, one of the missiona- 
ries has been pastor to an English church 
and congregation, which for several years 
has had a hundred and twenty members 
in communion, with a congregation of 
usually two hundred and fifty persons. 
This church has long since paid all its 
expenses, shared heartily in the Society's 
labors among the heathen, and contribut- 
ed largely to its local funds. Preaching 
to the heathen in the Bengali language 
has always been a principal feature of the 
mission, Which has regularly maintained 
three bazaar chapels for that purpose, and 
has had the use of two more belonging to 
other missions. Usually four of the Soci- 
ety’s missionaries are wholly or partially 
engaged in this work ; but for many years 
it has been the principal employment of 
the Rey. A. F. Lacroix, the Society's old- 
est missionary in India, whose excellence 
as a Bengali preaeher is acknowledged on 
all hands. 

The native Christian church is located 
in one of the suburbs of Caleutta, called 
Bhowanipore, which contains a popula- 
tion of about 20,000 persons. It consists 
of nearly fifty members, with a congrega- 


tion of about a hundred and fifty persons. 
For the last three years it has paid all the 
common expenses connected with its place 
of worship, and all the expenses of a bazaar 


chapel for the heathen. At Bhowanipore 
is located the large Institution for educat- 
ing native lads in the English and Bengali 
languages. In former years it had more 
than 600 scholars and students; but va- 
rious causes have reduced the number to 
400, Nearly all these lads are Hindus. 
They receive from the three missionaries 
who conduct the Institution, and other 
teachers, an excellent education in general 
subjects of knowledge, and have specially 
pressed upon them the paramount claims 
of the Word of God. Great numbers 
have learned the gospel ; many have been 
convinced of the folly of idolatry ; a few 
have had their hearts changed by Divine 
grace, and have been led, amidst the 
greatest difficulties from their heathen 
relatives, to confess their faith by being 
baptized in the Saviour’s name, Twenty- 
eight young men have been so baptized 
during the last seven years. They are 
members of the native church at the sta- 
tion; nearly all support themselves, and 
two are laboring most efficiently as native 
preachers. An excellent Boarding School 
for Christian girls has been maintained 
in the mission, the children of which have 
been principally supported by kind friends 
in Seotland, Liverpool, and other places. 
In several cases their Christian education 
has been blessed to their conversion ; and 
they have exhibited a consistent Christian 
example to their native sisters. Recently 
Mrs. Mullens has secured the unnsual 
opportunity of establishing good schools 
in Hindu families, and has obtained about 
forty scholars. The steady maintenance 
of all these means of usefulness is accom- 
plishing much toward the enlightenment 
of the idolatrous population among whom 
the mission is placed. 

Thirty years ago, a peculiar work of 
grace led to the establishment of two na- 
tive churches in some villages in the rice 
district, about twelve miles soygth of Cal- 
cutta. In one village, Rammakalchok, 
the first convert, 2 most excellent man, 
gave up his temple to the mission ; it was 
taken down, and its bricks employed in 
the building of the first Christian chapel 
in that district. The two churches con- 
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tain 112 members, and 300 Christians 
under instruction. Sprung from idolatry, 
limited in knowledge, and influenced by 
old habits, they have not exhibited strongly 
the fruits of the gospel, and have given 
their pastor, the Rey. W. Hill, some trou- 
ble and anxiety. 

Another station of the Society was lo- 
cated, in 1822, at the town of Berham- 
pore, on the river Hoogly, about a hun- 
dred miles north of Caleutta. 
the Bengali language is spoken. 


Here, also, 

The late 
Rey. Micaiah Hill, who commenced the 
station, long maintained two excellent 
boarding schools ; and, by constant preach- 
ing, both in Berhampore and the neigh- 
borhood, he endeavored to bring the hea- 
then to Christ. At one time he indulged 
a strong hope that large numbers would 
forsake their idols. A stir was created 
among the people, a new sect sprang up, 
professing to worship only one God, and 
to put away the laws of caste. Mr. Hill 
found ready access to them ; but spiritual 
pride, their false teachers, and the bad 
conduct of an unfaithful catechist, frus- 
trated his hopes, and hindered the work 
of God among them. At present, the na- 
tive church at the station contains only 
sixteen members. Mr. Bradbury, who 
succeeded Mr. Hill, itinerates extensively 
through Berhampore and the dark dis- 
tricts around it. 

The great city of Benares is another 
station of the society. It is the most holy 
place in Upper India, where Siva is said 
to dwell, and whither many thousands of 
the people travel on pilgrimage every year. 
Tt contains a permanent population of 
180,000 persons, nearly all Hindus. In 
this sacred city there are more thana 
thousand temples, some of them beauti- 


fully ornamented with gold, and figures . 


carved in stone. One temple, with ex- 
tensive courts, is inhabited by about four 
hundred *monkeys. There are ten mis- 
sionaries in Benares, of whom three be- 
long to the London Missionary Society. 
The intense bigotry of the city, and the 
zeal displayed on behalf of Hinduism, 
prove to be strong obstacles in the way of 
the gospel. In the heart of the city is an 
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Institution, similar to that in Calcutta, 
in which a Christian education in three 
languages is given to 212 scholars, and 
from which several converts have been 
baptized. Last year the mission sustain- 
ed a great loss in the death of Mrs. Buy- 
ers, Who was worn out by the troubles 
and anxieties which sprang from the re- 
bellion. Our departed friend did great 
good among the native females, and in 
her school for girls, which contained forty 
scholars. The gospel is faithfully preached 
in the native languages to the heathen by 
missionaries of all Societies ; but compar- 
atively few have yet received it to the sal- 
vation of their souls, 

The important city of Mirzapore is 
another station of the Society. It stands 
on the Ganges, thirty miles above Be- 
nares, and is a place of great trade and 
wealth. 
side of the city, and covers a large space 
It includes a large Christian 


The mission stands on the east 


of ground. 
village ; an English school; a school for 
girls; native and English churches; a 


Voozaar-chapel fur preaching to the heathen, 


Both Benares and 
reat danger during 


and a valuable press. 
Mirzapore were in gr 
the rebellion. The missionaries had to 
hide their property, to bury the press, 
But the kind care 


of God was over them, and amid unusual 


and prepare to flee. 


peril kept them in safety and in peace. 

The last mission of the Society in North- 
ern India is situated among the slopes and 
spurs of the Himalaya mountains, in the 
town of Almorah. It stands in a beauti- 
ful country of hills, and vales, and pine 
forests, and its native population of * hill 
people” are much more open to the gospel 
than the caste-loving races of the plains. 
Mr. Budden preaches in Hindustani, and 
maintains two schools, containing together 
150 boys. During the pas year, Almorah 
and its neighbor, Nynee Tal, became the 
refuge of more than two hundred English 
people who had escaped from the mutinies 
in the plains. 

These yarious missions of the Society 
occupy important localities amid the do- 
mains of heathenism ; and we heartily re- 


joice that they will shortly be re-inforced 
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with additional laborers, while we trust 
that new missions will be established in 
the North-West provinces. —Rev. J. Mul- 
lens in Lond. Miss. Chron. 


— 


THE MALAKAN CHRISTIANS IN 
RUSSIA. 


Mr. Dunmore, a missionary of the American 
Board, gives in the Missionary Herald for Feb- 
ruary, an interesting account of a company of 
Christians living in Eastern Russia, hitherto 
unknown to the Christian world. 

Monday morning we rode two hours, 
to the littke Malakan settlement. We 
had heard, at Erzroom, of this interesting 
people, and were anxious to learn more 
about them, and, if possible, from their 
own lips, and at their own homes. We 
were weleomed, and soon surrounded by 
a group of pleasant faces, men, women 
and children; who, seating themselves in 
a circle, sang, at our request, and that 
most sweetly, one of the songs of Zion, in 
a strange land. The harmony was per- 
fect, and in that wild part of Turkdom, 
such music seemed almost seraphiec. The 
fact that they were a lone band of pil- 
grims, having but recently fled from Rus- 
sian tyranny and oppression, made it the 
more touching and impressive. Only one 
of their number could speak Turkish, and 
that very imperfectly. 

One of the first inquiries was, whether 
they had the Bible ; whereupon a printed 
copy was produced immediately, in’ the 
Russian language, which is their vernac- 
ular. This, they assured me, is their 
only book, and they acknowledge no other 
as authoritative. We were soon invited 
into their best house, and our host brought 
a large family Bible, in which he had 
preserved their articles of faith, written 
in a very neat hand in the Russian char- 
acter, covering six foolscap sheets. He 
spent nearly the entire day with us, in 
looking out the proof-texts appended to 
every article, amounting to about eighty, 
seventy of which I copied. 

According to their own account, some 
two years since, the Czar sent an express 
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message to the Malakan Christians, de- 
manding information respecting their 
faith ; and they forwarded to him a copy 
of these articles accompanied with the 
Scripture references, the first of which is 
Ilebrews xii. 2. The others are in perfect 
keeping with this, and show soundness of 
faith. They are fully orthodox, so far as 
I could learn ; but whether they have any 
practical experience of spiritual religion 
I was not able to satisfy myself, on ac- 
count of their limited knowledge of Turk- 
ish. That they are strictly honest, moral, 
and keepers of the Sabbath, is well estab- 
lished by the testimony of all who know 
them. They meet on the Sabbath at one 
of their houses, and, without priest or 
bishop, the one best qualified to edify con- 
ducts their services by reading the Serip- 
tures, prayer and preaching; while all 
join in singing the Psalms of David. 
They also have private devotions morning 
and evening. They assure us that they 
observe the Lord’s Supper and baptism, 
in strict accordance with the gospel. 
During our stay of a day and a night with 
them, we could not discover the smell of 
heresy, nor a sign of immorality in any 
form. All, both males and females, learn 
to read and write; and they are the only 
people I have found in Turkey who have 
about them any signs of enterprise and 
thrift. They number eighty souls, in 
seven houses, at this settlement; there is 
one Malakan family near Erzroom, and 
several others have gone on to the region 
of Erzingan. All that our host could tell 
us of their origin was, that the Malakan, 
or Donkhaven Christians, have lived in 
Eastern Russia from time immemorial, 
and their religion has remained with 
them, unchanged. 

The Russians call them Malakan, but 
they call themselves Donkhaven Chris- 
tians. They are represented as being very 
numerous, living in Gimri, Tifflis, and 
other parts of Eastern Russia. Some of 
them are wealthy merchants, but they are 
for the most part tillers of the soil and 
mechanics. This company told us that 
they came a two months’ journey, from 
near Tartary; that they left much pro- 
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perty behind, and fled from oppression on 
These effected 
their escape while others were seized and 
are now in prison, for no other crime than 


account of their religion. 


the attempt to escape from Russia into 
the Sultan’s dominions. It is but a year 
since this little band settled near Kars, 
and they are still poor ; but by their hon- 
est industry they command the respect 
and patronage of both ‘Turks and Arme- 
nians, who are glad to secure their labor 
at twice the ordinary wages of day labor- 
ers. Their personal appearance and dress 
are entirely unlike that of Orientals, as 
well as their habits and their character. 
They are active, industrious, ingenious, 
frugal and hospitable. They have high 
foreheads, light compleetion, light hair 
and blue eyes; and their whole appear- 
ance and characteristics, no less than their 
name, indicate German origin. They 
gave us the only feather bed to sleep on 
that T have seen in Turkey. Our host 
was delighted to find that we had a com- 
mon Bible and a common faith; and it 
was with great reluctance that he released 
us, after we had been reading the blessed 
book together, conversing and comparing 
parallel passages, till a late hour. 
Tuesday morning we took early leave 
of our newly found friends, refreshed by 
their company, and not a little amazed to 
find that God has kept sueh a people in 
the heart of Russia, uncontaminated by 
the destructive errors and corruptions of 
the base nation among whom they have 
dwelt for centuries. Verily they are an 
interesting people, who have strong claims 
on our Christian sympathies and our 


prayers. 
‘ 


RELIGLOUS LIBERTY IN SWEDEN. 


The assent of the king has at last been 
given to the Act of last Parliament, mod- 
ifying the old Conventicle law.”’ This 
act was agreed to by three of the Houses, 
the fourth, viz., the clergy, strenuously 
resisting it and protesting against it. 
The act allows conventicles, meetings for 
prayer, exposition, &e., to be held by the 
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lay members of the Lutheran Church, ex- 
cept during the hours of public worship ; 
and én the condition that the clergymen, 
members of the kirk-session, and the po- 
lice officers, shall always have right to 
enter them—the latter having power to 
break them up if he sees anything disor- 
derly or illegal! Tf any layman is found 
uttering in these meetings opinions of a 
tendency, the 
kirk-session may prevent him from again 


separatistic or heretical 


speaking in any similar meeting within 
its bounds, Persons who hold such meet- 
ings, or allow them to be held within 
their houses during canonical hours, are 
liable to fine and imprisonment, 

Such are the slow and timid steps with 
which the rulers of the religion of the 
country move in the withdrawment of the 
restrictions on the progress of vital Chiris- 
tianity. Men may and do every Sabbath 
disseminate profanity and immorality in 
the theatre; and not only may they not 
be interfered with, but they are weleomed 
to the Lord’s table, and saluted there as 
deloved Christians ; but let one, in trying 
to save men’s souls, do anything arr gular, 
or speak a word divergent from the Luth- 
eran faith, and he must lay his account 
with punishment. Narrow and tardy 
though the concession be that is made to 
freedom of conscience, it is rendered still 
smaller by the doubtful interpretation of 
some of its clauses. Christian-minded 
people throughout the country are uncer- 
tain whether the Kirk-session’’ have 
authority to forbid any one to ofliciate In 
prayer-meeting, who is suspected of 
heing a Baptist, Methodist, &e., and feel 
it an oppression that civil judges are the 
court of appeal in a question of purity of 
doctrine. At the same time, the legal 
permission, narrow though it be, may be 
made the means of good. 

It seems certain that a measure for re 
ligious toleration is in course of prepara 
tion for next Parliament. This has been 
secured through the impolicy of the clergy 
in prosecuting some Popish perverts, and 
getting them sentenced to banishment. 
Another oceurrence has just taken place 
which is likely to tell in the same diree- 
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tion. The clergy in the island of Gott- 
land have laid before the civil courts an 
accusation against a coach-builder in the 
town of Wishy, (a Jew by birth, but for 
years a sincere Lutheran,) charging him 
with having become a Baptist, and with 
having tried to propagate his Baptist no- 
tions, He is summoned to appear before 
the court on 7th February, to answer to 
the accusation. As the aceused party ix 
not likely to be shaken out of his convic- 
tions by the threat of banishment, and as 
the cleryy are likely to push matters to 


OTHER M 


extremities, an additional impulse will be 
given to the friends of religious liberty, 
and probably the measure, which is pro- 
posed, will be both wider and safer than 


it would otherwise be. 
In many cases, heretofore, Baptist pa- 


rents have had their children taken from 
them hy the policeman, carried to the 
pricet and forcibly baptized. It has now 
been ascertained and declared, at the in- 
stance of the Consistorium of Upsala, that 
no law exists warranting this odious and 
News of the Churches. 


profane practice, 


POLYNESIA. 

The Rev. Wyatt Gill, a missionary of the 
London Missionary Society, shows that for 
some time past a signal work of conversion has 
been in progress throughout the island of Man- 
gaia, of the Hervey group, 

“The year which has just elapsed, has 
heen in several respects a memorable one. 
Great changes have taken place. Many 
fears and anxieties depressed my mind at 
the period of my beloved colleague's de- 
yarture. Dut, blessed be God, we have 
been sustained hitherto, Many grounds 
af anxiety have been removed, and an 
abundant blessing has attended the preach- 
ing of the gospel throughout the islind. 

But rejoice with trembling. Sach 
is the deceitlulness of the human heart, 
that outward appearances can never be 
fully depended upon.  Emphatically does 
this hold trac of native character and pro- 
fession. | am, however, conscious that 
there has been an honest endeavor to as- 
certain whether the ‘great change’ de- 
manded hy the gospel has been experienced 
hy those who have presented themselves as 
candidates for church-fellowship. And in 
the judgment of charity, I think that those 


who have been admitted have given good 
| evidence of having experienced the regen- 

erating influences of the Sprit. 
With very few exceptions, their consistent 
conduct has given us great satisfaction. 

** At the principal station, Oneroa, 
there have been two admissions to church- 
fellowshipsince T last wrote. On the first 
occasion (the first Sabbath in August), 
cight men and fifteen women were receiv- 
ed after a suitable confession of faith, and 
a statement of their Christian experience. 
On the second oceasion (November Ist, 
ult.) fifteen men and forty-three women 
were admitted. It was a Pentecostal sea- 


son—a day shall never forget. Among 
these wasanaged man, once to all appear- 


ance utterly hardened, and who for many 
years had done all he possibly could to in- 


jure missionaries, but now, humbled at 
the recollection of his guilt, sitting clothed 


in his right mind at the feet of Jesus. 
‘Another interesting case was that of a 
young woman, who confessed that she had 
not entered the house of Cod for twelve 
years, but who had lately been convinced 
of her dangerous state, Several young 


| persons belonging to Mrs. Gill's class af 
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girls applied for admission. I carefully 
examined their views of the plan of salva- 
tion, the nature and evidences of the ‘sec- 
ond birth,’ their motives for desiring to 
be united with the Lord’s people, &e., &e. 
After repeated conversations with them, I 
felt fully satisfied that a work of grace 
had been commenced in their hearts. For 
some time I hesitated to receive them, 
solely on account of their youth. On the 
other hand, it seemed wrong to refuse to 
receive in the Lord’s name those whom Le 
had evidently admitted to fellowship with 
hisSon. Accordingly, after three months’ 
trial, they were admitted. May they, 
like Samuel and Timothy of old, prove 
disciples indeed ! 

*T have recently had the pleasure of 
sending a young man and his wife to the 
Institution at Rarotonga, out of my class 
of candidates for missionary labor among 
the heathen islands. 

“In regard to Tamarua, [am happy to 
report favorably. Blessed be God, that 
there has at length been a shaking among 
the ‘dry bones.’ Many have evinced their 
anxiety respecting their eternal welfare. 
May they prove to have been truly born 
of the Spirit! December 6th, ult., four- 
teen men and twenty-four women were 
admitted to church-fellowship. the 
other hand, I regret to report that in the 
earlier part of the last year, there occur- 

ed several very painful instances of incon- 
sistency on the part of certain old church 
members at that settlement. 

** The remarkable revival of religion at 
Ivirua has not yet ceased. Showers of 
On the 15th 
of November ult., we had the great pleas- 
ure of admitting to the communion of the 
visible church, sixteen men and nineteen 
women. Katuke and his wife still labor 
assiduously at that station. I think his 
visit to Rarotonga did him good ; certainly 
he came back ‘in the fulness of the bless- 
ing of the gospel of Christ.’ 


divine grace are still falling. 


“The past year has been one of unwonted 
prosperity. The outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit's influences during the year 1856, 
has at length spread as a stream over the 
island. It has been to us a matter of 
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wonder and gratitude. No extraordinary 
means have been employed. ‘The precious 
seed of divine truth, carefully sown during 
many past years, has at length sprung up. 
To God, the Author of all good, be the 
praise! ‘Tares have, alas! in some instan- 
ces mingled with the wheat. But this 
should not surprise us, nor discourage 
further labor in the Lord's vineyard. 
Looking back, then, upon the past, let us 
praise God and take courage for the fa- 
ture, remembering the inspired declara- 
tion, ‘Not by might, nor by power; 
but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.’ 

“Total of chureh members in the three 
churches of Mangaia, December, 1857 :— 
Tamarua, 138 ; Ivirua, 170; Oneroa, 318; 
total, 626. 

Total of admissions to church-fellow- 
ship during the year 1857 :—Twmarua, 
47; Ivirua, 85; Oneroa, 116; total, 
248.” 


WEST AFRICA. 

The following incidental evidence of the 
change wrought in the Yoruba country 
by the preaching of the missionaries, and 
the introduction of civilization, occurred 
in the letter of a native minister, the Rev. 
Jacob Cole, of the English Church Mis- 
sionary Society, at Sierra Leone :— 

«The present state of the Yoruba coun 
try I need not mention. Sierra Leone 
confirms the truth, and the Yorubans 
themselves in this country, who lave gone 
on a visit to their native land and returm 
ed, give ample testimony to the exertions 
of the English nation, both in civilizing 
and Christianizing their country. One 
of them, a communicant here, who has 
returned from his country the last year, 
paid me a visit, and with him I hada 
long and interesting conversation. Ie is 
a native of Ibadan, and has travelled 
there several days from Lagos. After we 
had conversed about other matters, Tin 
quired about the state of the country in 
general, and the mission in particular. 
Ile assured me that there was peace in 
the country, and that an individual could 
travel to any part of it unmolested ; that 
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the different changes that have taken place 
there have been effected by the English 
government and the missionaries ; that no 
person can rightly conceive of the good 
done there, but those who go and see 
for themselves; that when they first 
heard of missionaries going to their coun- 
try, they thought it would be impos- 
sible fgr them to effect any change ina 
country long sunk in superstition and 
idolatry ; but now he has seen for himself 
that they have done a good deal ; that the 
present state of the country is greatly al- 
tered from what it was when he was sold 
into slavery; and that the missionaries 
are men of God,—therefore their labors 
have been attended with such success. 
This man has been one in former times 
known for his backwardness in contribut- 
ing to the mission cause ; but I believe the 
alterations he has witnessed in his coun- 
try, and among some of his relatives of 
late, have completely changed him.” 

Mr. White, a native preacher under 
the charge of the English Church Mis- 
sionary Society, at the town of Otta, an 
outstation, embracing from two to three 
thousand inhabitants and an infant 
church, writes— 

** My auditors on the Lord’s day are 
invariably the same, being all such as 
have separated themselves from the world. 
A few Abbeokuta Christians, who now 
and then pass this way, join us whenever 
they happen to spend the Sunday here. 
We have scarcely any spectators as be- 
fore, and the people themselves have stated 
their reason for having ceased to become 
spectators and attendants of the scene in 
the house of God, in the following words: 
‘There is nobody, how obstinate soever 
he may be, who, visiting the house of 
God for three successive Sundays, will 
not experience some impression made upon 
his mind. His heart will become softened, 
and his idols will become worthless and 
burdensome things. If he does not wish 
to become a Christian, he must not go to 
the house of God; he will feel a kind of 
reluctance to prostrate before idols, and 
be at a loss what to any to them.’ Since, 
then, they will not come that they may 
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have life, it is indispensably necessary to 
go after them wherever they are to be 
found; in their houses, in the streets, in 
the blacksmiths’ shops, under the shady 
trees—to bring before them the gospel 
message with which we are entrusted. 

*« As to our few converts, | have very 
favorable and satisfactory accounts to re- 
port of them. Their regular attendance 
on the means of grace; the great desire 
they manifest to learn God's sacred book ; 
their readiness to blame, and yet their 
sympathy in secking to restore, a faulty 
brother ; their confidence in us in submit- 
ting to us their affairs for our approbation 
and sanction; their affection toward us, 
and general good conduct, all combine to 
prove that the love of God is shed abroad 
in their hearts. ‘They are, moreover, 
doing all in their power to invite their 
countrymen to the gospel feast. Each 
one, as soon as he is converted, feels con- 
strained by the love of God to diffuse 
around him the light which he has him- 
self received. ‘The Lord gave the word, 
and great is the company of the preach- 
ers.” 

‘¢ While meditating in what way sacred 
music can best be taught, so that men 
and women, and adults and children, can 
unite heart and voice, the thought came 
into my mind that the Ottas are spoken 
of as superior to the other tribes of the 
Yoruba mission in these things; and I 
thus argued that our converts, when hea- 
then, certainly had hymns and songs of 
praise in honor of their gods ; might they 
not also, now that they are Christians, 
compose songs and hyimns in honor of the 
God of gods and Lord of lords? T imme- 
diately proposed it to them, and they 
readily and cordially responded to it. As 
not all men are gifted with the spirit of 
poesy and music, those only among them 
who are thus talented applied themselves 
to the work, and each soon returned with 
what he had done. The women, too, 
were not backward in assisting in this 
matter. I examined them, and corrected 
any erroneous language or expression I 
discovered, amplifying where they were 
too brief, and retrenching every super- 
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fluity. No attention is paid to rhyme 
and metre, and they have not been able 
to manage that verses should contain an 
equal number of syllables ; consequently 
the same tune cannot be sung to two or 
three verses. verse ix a complete 
hymn, and must have its own particular 
tune. The people soon got them up, and 
it is very pleasing to see with what de- 
light and cordiality both the gray headed 


and the young sing them.’ 
- 
CAFFRARIA. 

We find in the Wesleyan Missionary Notices 
a communication from Mr. Gedye, dated Mor- 
ley, May 28, 1858, indicating favorable opon- 
ings for the entrance of the gospol among the 
people of that tribo, 

We have before us the prospect of 
shortly establishing two sub-stations with- 
in reasonable reach of the mission house, 
to be in charge of resident native teach- 
ers, under the superintendence of the mis- 
sionary ; and by establishing these places 
amid a large surrounding population, had 
we a good staff of local agency, access 
might be had to thousands of heathen 
who are even now as ignorant as the 
beasts that perish, having never heard the 
sound of that gospel which is able to make 
them wise unto salvation. 

A few days after our arrival here, | was 
visited hy an intelligent young chief, ac- 
companied by a large retinue, the whole 
of whom were covered only with blankets, 
beside a quantity of beads, and such like. 
The object of his visit was to ask fora 
missionary to come and reside among his 
people. He told me he thought the peo- 
ple of England must have forgotten him, 
as he had been long erying for a mission- 
ary, as had his father before him; and 
now several had been sent out, but none 
for him. IT told him he was not forgot- 
ten, and that missionaries were sent, not 
to individual chiefs, but to as many peo- 
ple as were within our reach, our com- 
mission from Christ being, ** Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature.”’ also informed him 
that if he and his people were at all ac- 
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cessible, [ would visit them as soon as 
possible, and preach to them. After a 
long conversation, he thanked me for my 
words, which he said were very good, and 
told me that, although IT looked very 
young, | was his father; and that, if 1 
would visit, and preach to him and his 
people, he would do as T said. 

This same chief also applied to our 
General Superintendent, the Rey. William 
Impey, for a missionary, when he was 
passing through his country ; and as he 
is at the head of a very extensive tribe, it 
was thought advisable to locate a native 
teacher among them, in connection with 
this cireuit, at a place nearly twenty 
miles from here; but as it has since ap- 
peared that he is living ina part of the 
country the possession of which is disput- 
ed by another tribe, the chief of which is 
opposed to our going among them, T fear 
we shall be obliged to forego these inten- 
tions for a considerable time. 

The four persons who have been so long 
under instruction as candidates for mem- 
bership, were baptized on Sunday last, 
and thus publicly acknowledged as mem- 
bers of the church of Christ. The whole 
of the services during the day were inter- 
esting, and trust also profitable to many 
present, In the morning at sunrise, we 
held our usual prayer-meoeting, which was 
well attended; when special prayer was 
made for the revival of the work of God, 
and for his blessing to rest upon the ser- 
viees of the day. In the forenoon, 
reading our abridgment of the church 
service, as translated into Kaflir, | preach- 
ed, through an interpreter, to a crowded 
congregation, on the subject of baptism, 
from Matthew xxviii. 19; ** Go ye, there- 
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost.’ In the af. 
ternoon L again delivered an addrexs, and 
administered the sacrament of baptism. 
Several persons were much affected during 
the ceremony ; and [hope that not a few 
have received lasting benefit. At the 
conclusion of this service, we held a love- 
feast, at which the attendance of any who 
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were desirous of obtaining salvation was 
invited. All the members of Society, and 
a few others, remained. Nearly all pres- 
ent spoke very pleasingly of their conver- 
sion and present experience ; and many 
ave expression to their gratitude and de- 
light at being again favored with a mis- 
sionary to reside among them. Twas 
much encouraged at the conclusion by a 
middle-aged man coming forward, and 
expressing a desire to be received into the 
catechumen class, He said he had been 
long thinking about Christ, and now 
wanted to be his servant. At present he 
is the only person meeting in that class ; 
but we are looking upward, hoping that 
this is but the earnest of a speedy and 
abundant outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

Our constant prayer to our heavenly 
Father is, that the set time to favor this 
country may soon arrive. May Ile grant 
unto us an inerease of mighty, all-pre- 
vailing faith, and may we be greatly en- 
couraged and stimulated by secing the 
pleasure of the Lord prospering in our 
hands! 


LETTERS, &c., FROM MISSIONARIES. 
Burmah, 


MauimMain.—J. Wane, July 5, Sep. 1, Oct. 
13, 20.—C. Bensxert, June 1, 30, July 30, 
Sop. 15, 20, Oct. 1, 13, Nov. 3.—C. Hinpann, 
June 2, Sep. 25, 27, Oct. 18, 23.—J. M. ILas- 
weit, June 11, Aug. 14, Sep. 18, Nov. 4.— 
Mrs. Wairaken, Juno 28.—Dr. J. G. Binney 
(London), Dee. 9. 

Tavoy.—E. B. Cross, Oct. 5, Nov. 3.—T. 
Auen, July 10, Aug. 18, 19, Oct. 1, 19 (2). 

P. Watnous, Oct. 2, 23. 

Touncoo.—F. Mason, July 6, Aug. 7, 15, 
Sep. 7, Vet. 11, 25, 30.—Mrs. M., Juue 19. 

Raxaoon.—J. Dawson, June 16, 28, July 
$ (2), 26, Aug. 30, Sep. 15, 30, Oct. 1, 13, 15, 
(2), Nov. 3, 15, 16.—E. A. Stevens, June 5, 
July 27, Aug. 12, Sep. 1, 13, 17, Oct. 1, 15, 
Nov. 6.—Mra. 8., Sep. 17, Oct. 1, Nov. L— 
T.S. Ranney, Sep. 29.—Mrs. Knare, June 
17, July 27, Aug. 2, 16.—Mrs. Vinton, Oct. 11. 

Prome.—T. Simons, July 18, 21 (2).—Mrs. 
Kincatp (London), Dee, 17. 

C. Thomas, July 9, Sep. &, 
Oct. 8, 22.—Mrs. T., July 12.—A. R. R. 
Crawey, Aug. 14, Sep. 23, Oct. 5, 8, 24, 28. 

Bassein.—J. L. Dovanass, Sep. 17, 22, 
Oct. 27 (2), 28, Nov. 8. 


Assam. 


8. M. Wurtina, June 17 (2), July 3, 15, 
20, Oct. 6, 20. 


Teloogoos. 

L. Jewert, July 10, Sep. 10, Oct. 8, 11, 20 

(2), Nov. 20.—F. A. Dovatanss, Sep. 29. 
Siam. 

Tetvonn, June 30 (2), Aug. 25.—8. J. 

Juno 39, Aug. 9, Oct. 4, 11, 27. 
China. 

W. Asumoun, Juno Is, 41, July 5, 20, 21, 
Aug. 5, Sop. 4, 11, 40, 37, Oct. 12, 29.—D. 
J. Maccowas, June 10 (2), Oct. 3.—M. J. 
Ksowstos, May 24, July 20, Oct. 3, 11—EK. 
C. Loup, Juno 1s, July 7, 1h, Sep. 29, Oct. 
6, 7. 

France, 

A. Daz, Oet. 20, Dee. 2, 16. 


Germany. 
J. G. Sep. 7.—G. W. Lenumann, 
Sep. 30. 
Delawares. 
Witnanp, Oct. 27.—J.G. Prarr, Oct. 15. 
—Miass Il. Il. Mousn, Oct. 4. 


Cherokees. 
Ki. Jones, Sop. 3.—W. C. Urnam, Sep. 10, 
Nov. 6. 


DONATIONS. 
Recniven in Janvany, 1859. 


Maine. 
Warren, Ladies’ Bap. Miss. Soe. 
10; Lristol, Mra. Parsons, per 
Db. B. Metealf, 112; Bidde- 
ford, ch. 22; Lewiston, ch. 
and soe., an. coll, 54.84; 
bron, ch. 45; Kennebunkport 
Village, ch. 30; Augusta, Ist 
ch. 35; Limerick, ch. 10; 
Saco, ch. and cong., of wh. 
3.60 is fr. Sab. Sch., 100; $422.84 
Saco River Asso., J. H. Gowan 
tr., Waterborough, Ist ch. 4; 
Kennebunk and Lyman, ch. 
3.50; North Kennebunkport, 
ch. 3.54; Alfred, ch. 5; Al- 
fred Gore, ch. 8.50; Lyman, 
ch. 7; Freedom, ch. 1; John 


Friend 2; 38.34 
Penobscot Asso., J.C. White tr., 
Bangor, Ist ch. $100.00 
561.18 


New Hampshire. 

Stratham, ch. 7.00 
Milford Asso., New Boston, ch., 
mon. con. 1.77; Rev. J. N. 
Chase and wife 1.50; Rev. J. 
Atwood 5; Mrs. Atwood 5; 
Miss Atwood 1.50; 8. Dodge 
2; Isracl Dodge 2; R. Hol- 
brook, 8. Diekee, H. Patch, 
and $. Whipple, 1 each, 4; 
friends 2.80; per Rev. H. 

Tonkin, agent, 25.57 
Salisbury Asso., Pittsfield, Dea. 
French and wife 1.50; Rev. 
L. Chase and wife 3; Dea. 
Drake and family 3; L. W. 
Clark 2; Mrs. Proctor, Mrs. 
Cramand J. L. French, 1 each, 
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3; Miss Prescott 50 cts.; 
friends 6.50; Concord, lst ch. 
83.50; per Rey. Hl. T., agent, 103.00 


Vermont. 
Brattleboro’, ch. 40; Cornwall, 
Mrs. R. Peet 2; Fairfax, a 
friend of missions 5; 47.00 
Woodstock Asso., Mt. Holley, 
ch., per Rev. H.Tonkin, agent, 34.50 
Lamoille Asso., Georgia, ch., per 


Rev. H. T., agent, 23.00 
Danville Asso., North Troy, ch., 

per Rey. H. T., agent, 5.00 
Massachusetts. 


Boston, Rowe st. ch., “(a mem- 
ber,” to sup. a nat. preacher 
in China, 100; Mrs. Samuel 
Stevens, in behalf of Miss 
Sarah Bradstreet, dec’d, 100; 
South Boston, South ch., Geo. 
B. Dexter tr., of wh. 12 is fr. 
Young Ladies’ Miss. Soe., C. 
Pettingill tr., for Mrs. Wade's 
sch., Maulmain, 105.36; 
Fourth st. ch., of wh. 123.95 is 
an. coll, and 15.05 mon. con., 
to cons. Charles W. Dexter L. 
M.,139; Charlestown, Ist ch., 
Boardman Miss. 8., F.0. Reed 
tr., 100; Brookline, ch. and 
cong., Dea.Sanderson tr., mon. 
con. 26.18; Jamaica Plains, 
ch.,J. B. Witherbee tr., 250; 
Newton, Ist ch., of wh. 100 
is fr. Sab. Sch., 25 fr. G. Col- 
by, and 5 fr. Rev. H. J. Rip- 
ley, D.D., to be applied tow. 
building a chapel for Rev. E. 
A. Stevens, 130; Newton Cor- 
ner, Lyman Tiffany 100; Up- 
per Falls, Ladies’ Miss. Soc., 
for the Teloogoo Mission, 15; 
Malden, ch., E. 8. Converse 
tr., to cons. Miss Mary Eliza 
Wood L.M., of wh. 25 is fr. 
Sab. Sch., Geo. Murray tr., 
and 28.07 fr. Ladies’ Miss. 
Sew. Cir., Mrs. Reuben Wait 
tr., 154.74; West Acton, 
ch., mon. con. 3.85; Web- 
ster, ch., of wh. 30 is fr. 
Dea. Solomon Robinson, to 
sup. Sau Pwaipau under direc- 
tion of Rey. F. Mason. D.D., 
Toungoo, 42.28; East Abing- 
ton, ch., mon. con. 10.24; 
Taunton Green, ch. 75; Lynn, 
High St.ch., H. A. Pevear tr., 
36; Southboro’, ch., mon. con. 
4; Shrewsbury, Nathan Rand 
5; M. B. Rand 5; Haverhill, 
Ist ch., George Appleton tr., 
mon. con., with prev. donas. 
to cons. Miss Hannah Hall, 
David Heckman, Otis W. 
Flanders, Isaac Brown and 
Christopher Tomkins L. M., 
200; Beverly, lst ch. and soc., 
George Roundy tr., 136; W. 
Sterling, Laura A. Bailey and 
sister 1.45; Tewksbury, Miss 
Mary Barber 1; North 


135.57 


109.50 


ions. [March, 


Chelmsford, N.B. Edwards 4; 

South Reading, ch., Dea. M. 

W. Sullivan tr., 50; South 

Scituate, Miss Rhoda Ford 5; 

Rey. D. B. Ford 4; West 

Dedham, ch., Fem. Mite Soe., 

Mrs. Betsey Baker, Sec., 5; 

Lawrence, Ist ch., 8. C. Wood- 

ward tr. beney. funds, of wh. 

18 is fr. Mary Haseltine, a 

Sab. Sch. teacher, for the sup. 

of a nat. Karen preacher, 2 fr. 

li. D. Clement, for same ob- 

ject, and 30 an. coll., 50; 

Kingston, ch. 21.39; Middle- 

boro’, Central ch., J. W. P. 

Jenks tr., 40; New-England 

Village, ch. 22; 1941.49 
Worcester, 3d ch., Sab. Seh., 

Mrs. Strong’s cl., tow. sup. of 

a heathen child, 2; Daniel 

Merrill, tocons. himself L.M., 

100; 102.00 
Oxford Asso., Isaac Gross tr., 50.00 
Worcester Asso., Westboro’, ch., 

with other donas. tocons. Rev. 

E.L. Hill L. M., 72.53; Wor- 

cester, Pleasant st. ch., mon. 

con. 10.54; per Rev. J. Ald- 
rich, agent, 

Salem Asso., Newburyport, Ist 
ch. 44.29; Green st. ch. 30; 
per Rey. J. A., agent, 

Taunton, Dea. Phillip E. Hill, 
per Rev. J. A., agent, 


83.07 


74.29 


12.00 
2202.89 
Rhode Island. 

State Convention, R. B. Chap- 
man tr., Central ch., per J.B. 
Hartwell, 76.60; Ist ch., of 
wh. 31.62 is mon. con., 5 fr. 
“a member,” tow. sup. of 
Rey. B. C. Thomas, 9 per J. 
II. Read, 56 an. sub., per A. 
Hakness, collector, 21 per R. 
B. Chapman, collector, 25 an. 
sub. per N. F. Matthew- 
son, collector, 76 an. sub., 
per G. W. Robinson, col- 
lector, and 83 an. sub., per 
Dr. A. Caswell, chairman of 
collectors, 306.62; 

Providence, Istch., ‘‘amember,” 
for the debt, and to cons. Har- 
ris 5. Inman L.M., 

Warren Asso., Providence, 3d 
ch., per. Rev. J. Aldrich, 
agent, 


383.22 


100.00 


Connecticut. 

Stamford, Theodore Holt 5; 
East Haddam, Central ch. 15. 
51; Voluntown, Rev. A. B. 
Tefft 10; 

New-London Asso., Norwich, 
Central ch., per Rev. J. Ald- 
rich, agent, 

Stonington Union Asso., Pres- 
ton, ch. 25.95; Rev. L. Meech 
and family 10; ‘a contribu- 
tor” 10; Packerville, Ladies’ 
Sew. Circle 3.50; per Rev. J. 
A., agent, 


30.51 


25.00 


49.45 
104.96 
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New York. 


New York city, Benj. Pike jr. 
26.80; Wilson, ch., with prev. 
donas. to cons. Mrs. Harriett 
Pettit L. M., 97; Buffalo, 
John Bush, to sup. a Chinese 
preacher in connection with 
the Ilongkong Mission, 100; 
Savona, Kev. J.C. Mallory 5; 
Fredonia, Philip Phillips, to 
cons. himself L. M., 100; 
Gloversville, ch., tow. sup. of 
a nat. Karen preacher, 35; 
Wyoming, Prof. M.Weed 20; 383.80 
Erratum, the dona. of 100 er. in 
the last month’s Mag. to Rev. 
Dr. Dean, Wyoming, should 
have read, Buffalo, Jason Par- 
ker, per Rey. Dr. Dean, &e. 
Onondaga Asso., Maulius and 
Sullivan, ch. 26.25; Fayette- 
ville, a friend of missions, 
tow. printing scriptures for 
the Karensby Rev. F. Mason, 
D.D., Toungoo, Burmah, 50; 76.25 
Franklin Asso., Gilbertsville, 
ch. 29.00 
Worcester Asso., 8.17; Summit, 
Ist ch. 2.50; Maryland, ch. 
15; W. Worcester, ch. 1.50; 
John Cook, with prev. donas. 
to cons. Mrs. John Cook L.M., 
25; Wm. Cook 1; Richmond- 
ville and Fulton, ch. 2; Wor- 
cester, Ist ch. 2.77; Middle- 
field, ch. 14; per Rey. O. 
Dodge, agent, 71.94 
New York Asso., Blooming- 
dale, ch. $4; Brooklyn, Cen- 
tral ch., Sab. Sch., for Assam 
Mission, 20; Nyack, ch., 
with other donas. to cons. Rev. 
John V. Burr L.M., 40; per 
Rev. 0. D., agent, 94.00 
Iludson River South Asso., 
Gethsemane ch., 5.28; Mt. 
Olivet, ch. 5.05; Yorkville, 
ch. $1.06; Williamsburgh, 
ch. 225; per Rev. O. D., agt., 266.37 
Rensselacrsville Asso., Rev. J. 
C. Weeden, per Rev. O. D., 
agent, 25.00 
Lake George Asso., Rev. Daniel 
Eldridge per Rev.O. D., agent, 3.25 
Washington Union Asso., West 
Hoosick ch., per Rey. 0. D.. 
agent, 5.00 
Stephentown Asso., East Hills- 
dale, ch., per Rev. O. D., agt., 14.00 
Saratoga Asso., Sar’ga Springs, 
ch. 10; E. D. Gurney 25; per 
Rev. 0. D., agent, 35.00 
Broome and Tioga Asso., Conk- 
lin, ch., per Rev. O. D., agt., 5.00 
Chemung River Asso., Elmira, 
Sab. Sch., per Rev. O. D.,agt., 50.00 
Dutchess Asso., Dover Plains, 
James Ketcham 40; Sauger- 
ties, ch. 1; per Rey. 0. D., 
agent, 41.00 
—— 10.61 


New Jersey. 


Piscataway, ch., Miss. Soc. 82; 
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Moorestown, Sab. Sch., to 
sup. & nat. preacher to be de- 
signated by Rev. B. C. Tho- 
mas, Henthada, 36.36; North 
Orange, ch., Otis G. Corbett 
tr., 100.25: 

West N. J. Asso., Cohansey, Ist 
ch. 52.39; Mt. Holley, ch. 
21; Burlington, ch., Sab.Sch., 
of wh. 42.91 is fr. Ist dep., 
and 7.47 fr. infant el., for 
Indian Missions, 50.38; Di- 
viding Creek, ch. 16; New- 
port, ch. 11.40; Cedarville, 
ch., of wh. 3.50 is fr. Sab. 
Sch., 23.50; Allowaystown, 
ch. 6.75; per Rey. 5S. M. Os- 
good, agent, 

Central N. J. Asso., Kingwood, 
ch. 50; Hightstown,Sab. Sch., 
Juv. Miss. Soc. 6; Sandy 
Ridge, ch. 7.40; Cherryville, 
ch. 46; per Rev. S. M. O., 
agent, 109.40 

East N. J. Asso., Port Mon- 
mouth, Rev. W. V. Wilson, 
per Rev. 8. M. O., agent, 20.00 


218.61 


181.42 


Pennsylvania. 

Huntingdon, Rev. A. B. Still 4; 

Roxborough, Fem. Bap. Miss. 

Soc., Miss Mary Brooks tr., 

44; Anthony township, Ger- 

man ch., of wh. 5.80 is fr. 

Sab. Seh., 10.36; Pottsville, 

Welch ch. 5; 63.36 
Bradford Asso., Smithfield, ch., 

per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, agent, 17.00 
Bridgewater Asso., Herrick- 

ville, ch., Rev. S. M.O., agt., 1.00 
Central Union Asso., Frankford, 

ch., per Rev. 5. M.O., agent, 16.80 
Monongahela Asso., Uniontown, 

ch., 7.75; Pittsburg, Union 

ch., of wh. 34 is fr. Sab. Sch., 

84.74; per Rev. 8. M.0., agt., 92.49 
North Philadelphia Asso., Ger- 

mantown, ch., to cons. James 

Barrows L.M., 190; Harris- 

burg, a friend of missions 5; 

per Rey. 8. M. O., agent, 
Northumberland Asso., Milton, 

ch. 12.27; Lewisburg Univer- 

sity, Soc. for Moral and Reli- 

gious Inquiry 20; per Rev. 

M. 0., agent, 32.27 
Philadelphia Asso., Pottsville, 

ch., Sab. Seh. 12.85; Phila- 

delphia, 2nd ch., with prev. 

donas. to cons. Rey. Wm. 

Catheart L.M.,50; Fourth ch. 

70.77; Spruce st. ch., of wh. 

Wm. E. Garrett and James 

M. Linnard contrib. 100 each, 

Misses Anable 20, Miss Shel- 

don, S. A. George, Robert 

Leanard, W. P. Wilstach and 

Ss. E. Coulter, 10 each, Wm. 

Hamilton, L. S. Shumway, 

F. J. Rue, Rest Fenner, I. L. 

Eshelman, M.D., J. A. Mer- 

er, J. Bartholomew, J. R. 

Rue and Miss L. 8. Bucknell, 

5 each, J. L. and I. Good- 


105.00 


fellow, Mrs. 8. McLeod and 
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F. J. Dennison 2.50, each, 
Miss Mary Prettyman, Miss 
S. Eustich and B. Githers, 2 
each, Mrs. 8. B. Bailey 1.50, 
Augusta L. Johnson, F. A. 
Johnson, J. Dawson, P. 
Walkinson, M. Harper, 8. 
B. Dewey, Emma M. Smiley, 
James K. Smiley, Mrs. Dowl- 
ing, James Dowling and Miss 
Dowling, | cach, Miss Phebe 
Fithian and L. 8. Walker 50 
cts. each, widow's mite 8 cts., 
mon. con. 17.56, 362.14; per 


Rey. 8. M. O., agent., 495.76 


Ohio. 

Washington, Mrs. B. L. Ogle 5; 

Mrs. Asmath Yeoman 4; 
Cleveland, Ist ch., Sab. Sch., 
C, Prentiss tr., 27.58; Cherry 
Valley, David Colby 2; 38.58 

Lorain Asso., Philemon Shep- 
ard tr., Amherst, Mrs. M. J. 

Betts 5.00 

Miami Asso., Dayton, Ist ch., 
of wh. 12.60 is fr. Sab. Sch., 
per Rev. H. Davis, agent, 53.00 

Scioto Asso., Lancaster, ch., per 
Rey. H. D., agent, 10.00 

Meigs Creek Asso., Zanesville, 
Ist ch., Juv. Miss. Soc., with 
other donas. to cons. Rey. J. 
B. Convers L.M., per Rey. H. 
D., agent, 

Salem Asso., Downington, Rev. 
A. Stevens, per Rey. H. D., 
agent, 1.00 

Mad River Asso., King’s Creek, 


ch., per Rev. H. D., agent, 13.06 
Wills Creek Asso., Zanesville, 
Market st. ch., per Rey. H. 
D., agent, 27.00 
Indiana. 
Salem, Eli Batt 75 cts.; South 
Bend, ch. 9; 9.75 


Flat Rock Asso., Greenburg, 
ch. 2.86; Mt. Moriah, ch. 4. 

80; per Rey. A.S. Ames, agt., 7.66 

Laughery Asso., Aurora, ch. 11. 
29; Wm. Dill, for Henthada 
Mission House, 5; Rey. F. 
Blaisdale 11 cts.; Moore’s 
Hill ch. 5.50; Manchester, 
ch. 25.09; Sparta, ch. 1; 
Washington, ch. 5.20; per 
Rey. A. 8. A., agent, 

White Water Valley Asso., 
Pipe Creek, ch., per A. 5. A., 
agent, 10.00 

Friendship Asso., Bethel, ch. 

17; Worthington, D. Bonham 


53.19 


2; per Rev. A.8.A., agent, 19.00 
Sand Creek Asso., Zoar, ch., 

per Rey. A. 5. A., agent, 2.00 
Coffee Creek Asso., Vernon, ch., 

per Rey. A. 5. A., agent, 5.10 

Illinois. 

St. Charles, ‘ Charlie’s last 

gift” 1; Aurora, Mrs. ° 

Carpenter 9; 10.00 


Batavia, ch. 11.30; Dundee, 


Donations. 


823.68 


174.64 


106.70 


March, 1859. 


Mrs. M. A. Bosworth 50 cts. ; 
St. Charles, ch., of wh. 2. is 
mon. con., 7; E. R. Humph- 
rey 2; Mrs. A. H. Barry 1; 
Mr. Aldrich 50 ets.; Pavilion, 
ch. 4.75; Lamoile, O. A. P. 
Myers 3; Shabona Grove, R. 
Persons 50; Mrs. R. Persons 
50 cts.; Judson R. Persons 
25 cts.; Ellen M. Persons 
25 ets.; Newel R. Persons 
25 ets.; Martha M Persons 
10cts.; Amelia Persons 10 cts. ; 
Eugenia Persons 5 ets.; per 
Rev. J. W. Eaton, agent, $2.05 
—— 42.05 
Michigan. 
Schoolcraft, ch. 6; Adrian, ch. 


22.25; 28.25 
Jackson Asso., Jackson, ch., per 

Kev. A. 8. Ames, agent, 5.00 

—— 33.85 

Kalamazoo Asso., Climax, Rev. 

Osborn, twenty acres of 

land valued at $100, to cons. 

himself L.M. 


Wisconsin. 
Stevens Point, gh., mon. con. 7.10 
Omro, ch., per Rev. J.W. Eaton, 
agent, 2.00 
—— 9.10 
Iowa. 
Pella, Ist ch., por Rev. I. J. 
Stoddard, 2.80 


Maryland, 
Vienna, Rev. Daniel Cummings 4.00 
Georgia. 
— “For Burman Missions,” 
per Edwin Wortham tr., F. 
M. B., 8. B.C. 5.00 
Germany: 
Calw, Wirtemberg, colls. per 
Rey. Chr. G. Barth, D.D., to 
be used by Rev. J. Wade, D. 
})., in printing and reprinting 
Christian books and tracts in 
Karen, 250.00 
Assam. 
— C. A. Bruce 22.72; Capt. 
C. Molyroyd 22.73; 
China. 
Hongkong, ch. and friends 


45.45 


72.12 


$6,905.71 
Legacies. 


Littleton, Ms., Daniel Flagg, 
per Abel S. and Isaac I. 
Flagg, Exrs., 

Southbury, Ct., Rev. Wm. II. 
Smith, per Julius Bronson, 
admr., 

Farmersville, N.Y., Joel Hay- 
ford, per Jarvis Leonard, Exr., 50.00 

Bureau, TL, Mrs. Lucinda 8. 
Spencer, W. R. Bruce, Exr., 
per Rey. 0. Dodge, agent, 


50.00 


400.00 


100,00 
600.00 


$7,505.71 
Total from April 1, 1858, to Jan. 31, 1859, 
$48,705.53. 
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